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Mr. Latham: We must send that statement
to_the Melboume ‘‘ Age.”

Mr. MUNSIE: It has been sent to them on
many occasions. I combat the views expressed
by the member for Pilbara. There is no com-
pany in the Eastern States that I know of,
which has established branch offices in Western
Australia except where it has handsomely paid
them to do s0. There are many companies in
the Eastern States dmwing considerable revenue
from Western Australia and yet they have not
established branch manufactories in this State.
Western Australin does not owe much to the
Eagtern States and anything which the Eastern
;o"t.atea have invested here, has Leen well paid
or.

Mz, MANN (Perth) in reply [11-9): Per-
haps the strongest argument advanced against
agsistance being rendered to the Kendenup
company is the price paid for the land and
the amount charged for it. The Government
recently purchased estatea for less than £1 an
acre.

The Premier: We paid about 8s. an acre.

" Mr. MANN: And charged £12 10s. an acre
or it.

The Premier: Some of the land was worth
more than that.

Mr. Harrison: Oaly 10 per cent. of that land
is fit for intense culture.

Mr. MANN: I am showing that that land
has improved very rapidly. If land can be
purchased at 83, an scre and then sold for £12 10s,
an acre, it shows what can be done. The estate
to which I refer has been improved by the
provision of roads and drainage just as Kendenup
itself has been improved. I mention this aspect
because it is an answer to those who complain
of the Kendenup people charging £12 for land
which cost £1 an acre. Having placed the
matter before hon. members, I am prepared to
accept the amendment relying on the Govern-
ment to take a fair view of the position pending
the inquiries that will be made.

Amendment put and passed; question, as
amended, agreed to.

BILL—APPROPRIATION.

Returned from the Covnoil without amend.
ment,

House adjourned af 11-14 p.m.

[COUNCIL.]

Legislative Council,

Thersday, 13th Jenuary, 1922,

Leave of Absenc: ... e D044
Billa: Land and Income Tnx Asssssment Amend-
ment Com., recom., report, 3k, . 2044
Prices Remulation Act Amendment, 2m.,
Amendmept, six months, Bl defeated ... 2850
Land and Tncome Tax Assessment Amend-
men$, 3e., e 2050
Architects, Assembly's AMessage e 2050
Licensing Aet Amendmeat, 2r., Com,, ate, ... 2958
Loan, 2p., Com,, ete. ... e 2064
Traffi¢ Act Amendment, Com., report, 38. .., 2066
Licensing Aet Ameudment, Assemably's Mes-
aage .. 2870
Land and Income Tax Assessment Amendment,
Apsembly’'s Message ... . 2070
Agricultura)l Lands Purchase Act Amendment,
2R., ete. . 2070
Graln, Assembly’s Mesaage 2871
Traffic, Assembly’s Message 2071
Adjournment, Close of Session 2975

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 3.0
m., and read prayers.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Hon. A. Lovekin leave of
absence for three consecutive sittings granted
to Hon. J. Nicholson on the ground of urgent
private business.

On motions by Hon. J. Cornell leave of ab-
senee for three comsecutive sittings granted
to Hon. J. E. Dodd on the ground of ill
health, and to Hon. J. W. Kirwan for three
eonsecutive sittings on the ground of urgent
private business.

BILL—LAND AND INCOME TAX AS-
SESSMENT AMENDMENT,

In Committee.

Resumed from the previous day; Hon. J.
Ewing in the Chair; the Minister for Eduea-
tion in charge of the Bill.

New Clause:

Hon. A, LOVEKIN: I move—

That a new clanse to stand as Clause 7
he inserted, in lieu of present Clause 7 as
follows:—Section 30 of the prineipal Act
is omitted and the following inserted in lien
thereof:—30. Trom the taxable amount so
ascertained as aforesaid, every taxpayer
shall be entitled to deductions in respeet of
the annual amount of—(1) Losses, outgo-
ings, interest on mortgages and loans, and
expenses actually izcurred in Western Aus-
tralin by the taxpaver in the prodwetion or
protection (where such cannot be insured
againat) of his inecome; that is, income
which is not exempt from income tax under
seetion  nineteen  of  this  Act. (2)
(x} Net trading or business losses in-

earred  in  any one or more Yyears,
during the five vears preceding the
vear of asspssment. (h) XNet losses

arising from the loss of stoek in trade,
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erops, and livestock due to droughts or
other circumstances or conditions over which
the taxpayer had no control or was unable
to protect or insure against. Provided that
no losses in respeet to fixed eapital assets
shall be allowed as a deduction under this
section. (3) Sums expended by the tax-
paver for repaira of premises let or in-
tended to be let to tenants, (4) (a) Every
premium or sum paid by.the taxpayer (not
exceeding £50) on the insurance of his own
life, or that of his wife or children, or for
a deferred annuity, or othar like provision
for the wife or children. (h) Every pre-
mium paid (not exceeding £350) in respect

of any fidelity guarantee’ or bond
whicl_l such cmplover is required to
provide for the exercise of his pro-

fession, trade, employment, or vocatien.
(¢) Medical expenses (not exceeding £30)
ineutred by a taxpayer on behalf of him-
self or those dependent upon him: Pro-
vided that this subsection shall mot apply
where the taxable income exceeds £250.
(d) Reasonable ftravelling expenses in-
curred in producing or protecting the as-
sessable income. (5) Sums expended for
repairs of premises occupied for business
purposes, and for the repair or alteration
of machinery, implements, utensils, and
articles employed hy the taxpaver for the
purposes of his business. (6) Such sum as
the Commigsigner mar think just and rea-
sonable as representing the diminished
value (i.e., for the purpose for which they
were intended in a going eoncern), by
reason of wear and teoar, during the year,
of any machinery, implements, utensils,
and artieles used hy the taxpayver for the
purposes of his husiness: Provided that,
where in nny business income is set apart
by the taxpayer by way of a fund to cover
the depreciation of such maechinery, im-
plements, utensils, and artieles, the amount
so set apart for the year immediately pre-
ceding the year of assessment shall, sub-
ject to the approval of the Commissioner,
be the sum to he dedacted for deprecia-
tion: DProvided that in na ease shali anyv
allowanee he made for the denreciation of
buildings. (7} Notwithstanding the limi-
tation in Scheection (13 hereof, the Com-
missioner shall, in epses in whieh it may
seem to him just, allow losses, outgoings,
and expenses, even if inenrred hovond the
State, (8) Where a taxpayer employs his
sons or daunghters over the ace of sixteen
vears in his trade or oeeupation, such sum
may be deducted for their serviees as may
be preseribed by any Arbitration award or
as to the Commissioner may scem reason-
able. (9) Where a taxpaver, either nlone
or with other persons, earrias on or is in-
terestedd as a partner in more than one
business, and makes a profit in one or
more of such businesses and a loss on an-
other or others, such taxpayer shall be en-
titlell to deduet {he sum of the losses from
that of the profits. ,(10) A sum repre-
senting twenty-six pounds for cach child
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under the age of sixteen years at the be-

ginning of the financial year in which the

income is received. and residing with and
dependent upon the taxpayer. (11) The
cost actually incurred during the year by

n taxzpayer for labour amd materials em-

ployed in development work, as preseribed,

in a mine, when the business of a taxpayer
is that of mining. (12) All rates and
taxes, including State and Federal land
taxes and ¥Federal income tax, acivally
paid in Western Australia in respect of
land situate in or income derived in West-
ern Australia by the taxpaver during the
vear in which the income was received, but
not including any State income tax paid
under thia Aet. (13} Any payment to the
board or the trustees of any charitable in-
stitntion, incorporated or otherwise, or of

a public patrk or reserve, or of a university

or public school, or of a library, art gal-

lery, muscum, or other institution for pub-

He  education, recreation or enjoyment,

subsidised by the Government: Provided

that such payment is applied solely to such

charitable or other publie purpose. (11)

The annual sum necessary to recoup the

expenditure or improvements under eov-

enant with the lessor on and by 2 lessee
who hns no tenant rights in the improve-
ments.  The deduction under this para-
graph shall be ascertained by dividing the
amount expended in the improvements by
the lessec by the number of years in the
vnexpired periot of the dease at the date
the improvements were ¢ffected.  For the
qurpose of thiz and the preceding scetion
the word ‘‘business ' shall be taken to in-
clude any profession, trade, employment
or. vocation, and the earning of income
from other sources including investments.
Ag the Premier will he leaving for the East-
ern States to-night it is desirable that we
ghould conclude the debate on this Bill. T
believe it to be the general opinion of mem-
hers that the report of the seleet committee
should be adopted.

Ton. J. CORNELL: The proposed new
clanse deals with exemptions, These exemp-
tions appenr to apply to the eommercial and
producing scetions of the community, but to
afford little or na relief to the goneral com-
munity. Paragraph 3 provides an exemption
for the taxpaver who makes repairs to pre-
mises let or intended to he let to tenants,
but no exemption whatever is allowed for
sitch repairs to the ordinary house owner,
whose house is his hoeme. T have a lease-
hold home, and although the Federal authori-
ties allow me te deduet the cost of remova-
tions upon it, the State do not permit it.
These deductions should be of general awvpli-
eation but they might be restricted to persons
whose taxahle income does not exceed £250.
T am pleased that the select eommittee have
made the exemption in respeet of medical ex-
penses of some valne, As to deduetions in re-
spect of children, we have not followed the
Federal example. The deduction should be on
an up grade, and the more children a man
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has the greater should be his average dedue-
tion per child. Tndeed, a man with five or
six children under 16 years of age, and with
an incomc not exceeding. say, £230, shounld
be exempt from ineome taxation, I believe
another place would agree to the amendment
I have suggested.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: As for the ap-
peal that we ought to hurry up with this
work because the Premier is leaving for Mel-
bourne, the Government do not deserve the
slightest comsideration on rthis Bill, which
ought to have been brought down six months
ago. Ineidentallv, to-day’s mewspaper states
that there is not likely to be any Premiers’
Conference. Sinee the adjournment, T have
consulted Mr. Horne, the secretary of the
Taxpayers’ Association of Western Austra-
lia, to which association [ do not belong, but
which T recognise as an authority on this sub-
jeet. T obtained the secretary’s opinion on
this clause, and I have his authority to use
his name and to read his oninion—

Land and Income Tax Assessment Act.
The report of the select :ommittee reached
me this morning, and has therefore not been
placed before my committee; but from my
own personal point of view T would say that
the recommendations of the select commit-
tee, if given cffect to, will tend to the im-
pravement of the Bill as it left the Assem-
Yy, T am afraid that the cfforts beatewed
upon this Bill do not do very much
towards bringing the State and Federal
Acts into that harmonious relationship
that is the intention avowed in the
Preamble to the Bill, and for the
current  year the divergence between
the two Acts must continue, In my opihion
the Bidl as amended by the suggestions of
the selcet committee will te the hest pos-
sible at this late stage, and it is to be
hoped that the Bill as so 2mended may be
aceepted, in order that the work of the
Taxation Department may not be delayed.

Now comes the impertant point which I em-
phasised last night, and T am verv glad that
this high authority confirms the view T then
put forward—
Tt should, however, he impressed upon the
Government that a properly digested Taxa
tion Act should be introduced very shortly,
having in view the harmonisation of the
Federal Aet, the State Tncome Tax Act,
and the Dividend Duties Aet.
T expret the Government to wndertake this
hononrahle understanding, that they should
recognise the jmportance of the matter by
getting their officials to work promptly, so
that a proper Bill may be brought down early
next session. Mr. Horne’s 'etter concludes—

One amendment, T think, should be made
in the present Bill—to inerease the allow-
ance for children to £30 to agree with the
Federal Act. Apart from this slight amend-
ment, I think the House mav unhesitatingly
accept the Bill as amended by the scleet
committee.

[ OUECIL.]

I wish to ask a guestion, which need not be
answered right away, which can be answered
next session. Tt is this, whether the State
Copnnissioner of Taxation is a State officer
or a Federal officer?

The Minister for
officer.

Hon. A. SBANDERSON: I did not press
for a speedy answer. The Minister’s answer
in in dircet confliet with the announcement
made in the Federal Parliament some months
ago. I leave it at that,

The Minister for Eduncation:
expressly in the agreement.

Hon, J. Duffell: Mr. Black admits that he
is a Federal officer.

Hon. A, SANDERSON: The matter is one
of the utmast importance Finally, as regards
the deduction for ehildren. To me it is eur-
ious that that matter, to which T did not ask
Mr. Horne’s special attention, should have
been spontancously dealt with by him, Me,
Cornell’s remarks deserve a great deal more
attention and consideration ‘han they ean re-
ecive here and now. The question of a dedue-
tion of £24 for children, as against £30, is
not a question of policy at all, as an hon.
member Jast night atated it to bhe.

Hon. A. H. Panton: T did not sav so at
all. T gaid it was a matter whieh could he dis-
cussed on the floor of the Chamber

Hon. A, SANDERSON: T appeal to the
Leader of the House, and also to Mr, Love-
kin, who seems to he an Honorary Minister
for the purpose of this Bill, to see whether
it iz not possible to put the £30 deduction into
the State Aect.

The MINTSTER T1OR EDUCATIOXN :
Mr. Banderson observes that the Government
merit no consideration over this matter. The
Government ask for none. This Bill will not
assist the Government as a tlax-collector. If
the measure is not passed, it is not the re-
venue that will suffer. T want that to be
clearly understood. The purpose of the Bill ia
to bring about nniformity between the Fed-

Edueation : A State

It is so stated

ernl and State Departments in  certain
administrative matters, such as, for in-
stance, the nabolition of the assessment

haok and the substitntion of the eard system.
Tt will also give rclief to certain taxpayers

whom the Government consider entitled to
relicf. From that standpoint it is compara-

tively unimportant—it is entirely unimport-
ant from the standpoint of the revenne—
and it is ‘purely a Bill for the relief of tax-
payera. The relief suggested is just and
proper and I hope the Committee will apree
to afford that relief. If, as Mr. Sanderson
soggests, the Committee should take charge
of the Bill, do not blame me if the RBill is
not passed and Lhat relief is not given to
the taxpayers. The reason for adjourning
consideration of this matter last night was
at the request of Mr, Stewart who wished to
contrast the nrovisions of the elause with
those in the Federal Aet, T have had pre-
pared by the Taxation Department s table
corresponding with that appearing in the
committec’s report, but instead of applring

-
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it to the incomes averaged over three years,
it applies to the rate of tax for the period
of five years. [ have supplied Mr. Stewart
with a eopy of that table, which shows ex-
actly the same principle as the table in the
report, namely that the persen with an in-
come on the asecnding scale would eseape
nmore lightly under the Federal Aet, than
would be the case if he paid on his annual
income at the ordinary rate; but that a per-
son with a falling income would pay con-
siderably more. These figures satisfy me that
I was right in the statement I made that
when the time came for the Feieral Aect to
operate the mecessity for alteration would he
realised. T sugpest that the amendment we
have placed before members is equitable and
one more likely to lead te uniformity be-
tween the Acts than the adoption of the
Federal Act. As to the question of £30 aa
against £24, respecting children, this matter
has to be dealt with in conjunetion with
other aspects. The big difference between
the two Aets is that we treat the question of
small income, namely £100 for a single man
and £156 for a married man, as an exemp-
tion and not as a deduetion. Under the
Federal Act, after o married man has made
all the deduetions which are allowed, and his
income reaches £137, he pays only on the
extra £1. TUnder the “State Act such a man
would pay on the full £157. To reconcile the
difference between the two Acts, would neces-
sitate the State surrendering £50,000.
Hon. J. Cunningham: Why?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: It
would relieve from taxation most people re-
ceiving up to £200 income.

Hen, J. Cornell: Why do you not do it
thent

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: Tt
might be decided as a matter of prineiple
that it was right to follow the Federal prac-
tiee, but if that were dome, it would bhe
necessary, from a finanecial point of view,
to simultaneously provide other means of
seenring that amount, When it is said that
1 refused, in Committee, to deal with this
question as a matter of policy, that is not
so. It had to bhe recognised that it would
not be competent for the House to suggest
inereased taxation.

Hon. A. Banderson: If you allowed £30
instend of £24, what would it represent?

Hon. A. Lovekin: The Commissioner was
not able to work it out.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: It
would be almost impossible to work it out,
-as the Commissioner said, becuuse of the dif-
ferent seales of income to which it would
apply. The committee did not go into the
-three points affected—the question of £30 as
-against £24, the exemption of £104 instead
-of £100 deduction and the £156 instead of
-the £150—becange we eanrnot recommend in-
-creased taxation and it was not desirable at
the present juncture for the State to sacri-
fice £50,000.
that the two Acts should be brought into
conformity as mueh as possible.

T agree with Mr. Sanderson .

s

Hon. T. MOONLE: Sobelause 2 dewes nat
scem to me to cover prospectors who shoul |
rcceive consideration. I move an amcmd-
ment—

That after *‘trading'’ the word '‘pros-

peeting’’ be inscrted.

A prospector may spend four or five years
looking for a golficld and during thut
period he will spend a eonciderable amount
of money, which, it does not seem to me, can
be covered by the provision for net tradin.
or business lossos.

Hon, .A. Lovekin:
lossea?

Hen, T. MOORE: They may not be con-
strued as such, but I think they should hn
ineluded equally as much as the husiness
losses inenrved by men in the agrienitural
areas.

Hon. J. Cunningham: What about the
man who is out of work for many moeanths!

Member: Ie (oes not experience los<es.

Hon. J. Cunningham: Yes, he does --loss
of employment.

Are they not business

Hon. T. MOORE: I think the position
will be made eclearer by the amendment

[ suggest.

Hon. J. Cumningham: On a peint of
order. I have had an amendment affecting
Clanse 3, which appeared on the XNotiee
Paper on the 15th December.

The CHATRMAN: It does not appear on
the Notice Paper now. Clause 5 has been
agreed to as amended, The hon. memhcr
will have to recommit the Bill if he desires
to deal with it.

Hon. A, LOVERIN: I think prospeeting
would be included in the term ‘"business’’
but I have no objection to the amendwment.
The exemptions slready existing have not
been touched by the committee. Some mem-
bers are in favour of synchromising our ex-
emptions with the Federal deductions. It is
better to have n deduction of £1536 than an
exemption of £200 because the worker will
be better off, But for this year the rate of
the tax has been fized.

The CHAIRMAN: We are not diseussing
that.

Hon. A. LOVEKIXN: But it might save
time. Let us facilitate the passage of the
machinery Bill now, and if at the beginning
of next session the Government do net bring
down anether amending Bill providing for
these deductions, I will find a way of intro-
ducing the amendment mysetf. However, 1
can sce no practieal purpese in trying io
make these amendments to-day.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon, H. STEWART: TUnder this cluus:
the very people who have suffered for lack
of the averaging systemn will not got the fiv:
years’ right.

Hon. A, H. Panton: Would not agricul-
tore be regarded as a business?

Hon. H. STEWART: T o not know, No.
period of years is provided in paragraph (b).
I see no reason for not hringing the two Aets
inte conformity aml incrcasing the State de-
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duction for each child. However, we ought
to kave a period in Paragraph (b). I move
an amendment—

That after ‘‘arising'’ in line 1 of para-
graph (b) ‘‘over a like period’’ be in-
serted.

Amendment put and passed.

Hen, H, STEWART:
ment—

That after ‘‘ was’’ in line 5 of paragraph
{b) ‘‘reasonably*" be inserted.

Hon. A. H. PANTON: Where is this going
to take us? I ean understand an agriculturist
being able at 2 given moment Lo insure against
loss, but if we insert ‘‘reasonably’’ it will
give rise to endless litigation, and more par-
ticularly will it operate against the agrieul-
turist. It is a very dangerous amendment.

Hon. J. CORNELL: 1 suggest that in-
stead of ‘‘reasonably’” the hon. member ought
to insert ‘f for unaveidable reason.’’ We can-
not be too eareful, for there is no appeal
against what hapens in the Taxation Depart-
ment.

Hon. A. H. Panton: You wre going to make
it stil worse for the taxpaycr.

Hon. J. CORNELL: T think rather it will
give him something to fall back upon,

Hon. H. STEWART: If my amendment
will lead to delay, I shall not press it. Losses
ariging from stock-in-trade, erops and live-
stoek can be insured against, but the position
becomes  more diffienlt  when we speeify
droughts and other cireumstances. However,
I ask leave to withdraw the amendment.

I move an amend-

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.

Hon. J. CORNELL: I move an amend-
nent—

That the following he inserted te stand
as Sobseetion 4:—*'Sums expended by the
taxpayer for repairs to his dwellinghouse
whether such dwellinghouse is fully pur-
chased or in eourse of purchase: Provided
that this ambsecetion shall not apply where
the taxable inecome exceeds £250.

1 would go so far as to give this exemption
withaout the provise. A man lias to work many
years in order to get a home, and he has to
rencvate 1t and no dednetion is allowed. From
the arpuments of mewmbers, it appears that
whatever the Federal anthorities adopt in
futore, we shall have to adopt

Hon. A, H, Panton:
unifieationists.

The MINISTER TFOR FEDUCATION :
T hope the amendment will not be agreed to.
A peraon living in his own house has the right
to deduct interest paid on the purehase price.
Tf a man speads moncy in improving his pre-
mixses, he should not be able to dednet it.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: The position we
have been manauvred inte is that if other
amendments, apart from those recommended
by the select committee, are proposed, the Bill
will be Yost,

They are all hecoming

[COUXNCIL.]

Hon, J. Cornell: The same thing will apply
next year and we shall not get what we want.

Hon, A, SANDERSONXN: Does the hon. mem-
ber wish to see rhe Bill dropped?

Hon, J. Cunningham: Cannot we try to
improve it?

Hon. A. SBANDERSON: If we attempt
to put the Bill into the order in which we
wish to see it, it will be dropped, and that
will be inadvisable from our point of view.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: T support the
amendment. I cannot see the logic of the
Minister's argument. Why not allow a de-
duetion for improvements?

The Mintster for Eduecation:
going still further now.

Hon, J, CUNNINGHAM: Tf it is right
to allow a deduction for interest, it should
be equally right to allow a deduction for
money spent on improvements. I am not
satisfied with the Bill or with the report of
the select committee.

Hon. A. Sanderson: Hear, hear!

Hon. J. CUNNTNGHAM: The report hag
not been debated and it is very diffieult to
understand it.

Hon. A, H, PANTON: I am unaware of
any desire to ram the report of the select
committee down the throats of members. Tt
is not customary to take the report of a
seleet committee as read.

Hon. A, Sanderson: That is what we have
to do.

The CHATRMAXN: The hon. member
must confine himself to the amendment.

Hon. A. JI. PANTON: I support the-
amemiment. Mr, Sanderson said we have to
adopt the report of the select committee or
run the risk of losing the Bill. As a mem-
ber of the seclect committee, T might inform
members that there were a number of things
we would have liked to deal with, but it was
consideredl inadvisable to do so. There are
other amendments we want to make, and I
will support this ane as a preliminary.

Hon. A, LOVEKIN: Everyone is allowed
to dednet from his ineome tha cost of re-
pnirs tv business premises, but not of al-
terations or additions. T am allowed a simi-
lar deduction in the ecasc of my private house.

Hon, J. CORNELL: The State Tazxation
Departinent does not atlow such deductions
in the case of nn ordinary dwelling house,
and does mot allow interest in the way of
Qischargring the eapital cost.

Hon. . W, Miles: Have you ever claimed:
the dednetion?

Han, J. CORNELL: Tt is sufficient to
say that T have read the taxation forms. Our
object should he to extend the incidence of
taxation to all sections of the eommunity.

Awmendment put and passed.

Hen. H. STEWART: [ move an amend-
ment—

That in Snbelause 4, paragraph (e}, the:
words ‘‘ (not exceeding fifty pounds’’) Be:
struck out.

I see no necessity for limiting the amount
of the medieal expenses in this way.

Yon are
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Hon. J, CORNELL: If it in desired to
make an allowance in the case of medical
. expenses g greater allowance should be made
for country people than for town people.

Amendment put amd passed.

Hon. H. STEWART: I move an amend-
ment—

That in paragraph (¢) the word ‘‘sub-
gection’’ bhe struek out, and ‘‘dednctions’’
ingerted in lieu.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. J, CORNELL: With reference to
paeragraph (d), who is to be the judge as
to what reasonable travelling expenses are{

Hon. A. H. Panton: It is a question for
the Tazation Department to decide.

Hon. A. J. H. Saw: I have never had any
difficulty in my allowances for reasonable
travelling expenses.

Hon. H. STEWART:
ment—

I move an amend-

Thot in Subeclause 10 the words *¢{wenty-

8ix’! be atruck out and ‘‘thirty’’ inserted
in lien,
The exemption in the case of each child
should not be lese than £30.

Hon, J. CUNNINGHAM: Parents should
be assisted in their difficult task of clothing,
feeding and educating their children. I
move—

That the amendment be amended by
striking ont the word ‘‘thirty’? and in-
serting *‘forty’’ in lieu.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
amendment would invelve a large loss of
revenue. This should not be done unless
some other means be found to compensate
for the loss,

Hon. J. CORNELL: The exemption
should be increased in the interests of the
man with a family. He should be givan
every encouragement the State can afford
him, because of the benefit he has been to
the community. Of course the State ig going
to- lose taxation if this proposal is carried,
but cannot a compensating tax be placed on
the man who has no children?

Amendment on the amendment put and
passed.

Amendment a3 amended puvt, and a division
taken with tha following result:—

Aves n
Kocs 9
Majority for . 2
AYES.
Hon. R. G. Ardagh Hon. T. Moore
Hon, J. Cornell Hon, A, H. Panton
Hon. J. Cunningbam Hen. A, Sanderson
Hon. B, H. Harrls Hon. H. Stewart
Hon, J. W. Hickey Han. F. A. Baglin

Bon. J. J. Holmes {Teller.) -
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Nazs.
Hon. C. F. Baxter Hon, A. J. H. Baw
Hon., H. P, Colebatch Hon. P, E. 8. Willmott
Hon, V, Hamersley Hon, 8ir B. H. Wittenoom
Hom, A. Lovekin Hon. E. Rose
Hon, C. McKenzla (Peller.)
Amendment on the new clauss thup

passed; the new clause, as amended, agreed

to.
Title—agreed {0,

Bill reported with amendments,

Recormitial.

On motion By Hon. J. Cunninglum, B
recommitted for the purpose of further con-
gidering Clamges 3 and 5.

In Committee.

Hon, J. Ewing in' the Chair; the Minisber
for Education in charge of the Bill

Clanse 3-—Amendment of Section 10:

Hon. H. STEWART: This' clauee pro-
vides for the deletionm of the provise to Sub-
section 2 of Secetion 10, relating to improve-
nienta on land used for agricultural, horti-
cultural, pastoral, or grazing puiposes. The
proviso which Clanse 3 proposes to delete
reads as follows:— :

Provided that any improvements made on
avy one parcel of sueh land ehiall extend to
uny one other parcel helonging to the sume
owuer, if guch parccls of land are not at
a greater distance than 10 miles, measured
from the nearest boundary.

The proviso was intended for the benefit of
pecple who took up conditional purchase land
after the best of the land hed been picked;
hence this provision permitting concentration
of improvements for the purpese of land tasm.
| shall vote against the elauge.

Hon. 8ir EDWARD WITTENQOOM: 1
ngree with Mr, Stewart. The proviso is a
very important one, especially in view of the
limitation of area, which prevents people from
obtaining good holdings: I have always con-
videred it better that improvements should
be concentrated rather than be distributed in
dribs-and drabs jver several rroperties. Men
anxious to develop the country are not now-
able to obtain larger areas, and therefore
must take up several small ones. Accordingly,
the proviso is now moro neceseary than ever.

Clauvse pat, and a division taken with the
tollowing resulf:— )

AYES .. - .. 6
Noes . ‘e .. 13
Majority agninst' N |
Avmg,
Hon. H. P, Colebateh | Hon: A, J. B Baw
Hom E. H. Harrls - Hani BE. Rore
Hon: A! Lovekin (Telder.)

Hon. €. MoXemale
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NoES.
Hon. B. Q. Ardagh Hon, A. H. Panton
Hon. F. A. Baglin Hono. A. Sanderson
Hon. C. F. Baxter - Hon, H. Stewart
Hon. J. Cornell Hon. F. E. 5. Willmott

Hon. V. Hamersley
-Hon. J. -W. Hickey
Hon. T. Moore

Hon, SIr E. H. Wittenoom
Hon. J. Cunningham
-(Teller.)

Clause thus negatived.
Clanse 5—Amendment of Section 16:

Hon. H. STEWART: The elanse seeks to
make income what the court has deeided is
eot ivcome. Up till now the Taxzation Depart-
ment have not taxed returns from a sale which
iz not & man’s ardinary avoeation. When an
.agriculturist sells out, he is doing something
which is not his ordirary avocation. The
Federal Act cxempts working animals and
breeding stock,

Hon. A. H. Panton:
much else on a farm.

Hon: H STEWART: It is being sought in
the Bill to subject the proceeds of a sale to
taxation as income, I move an amendment—

That proposed Subsection 4 be struck
out, °

"Hon. A. LOVEKIN: It would be very

unfair to strike out the subsection. I

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom: Oh, just vote
in the negative.

Amendment put and negatived.

‘Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: I move an
ag:endment——-

Thet the first proviso to Subsection 16
of the Act be struck out.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
This proviso is the ome exempting the in-
comes of single persons np to £100. The
second proviso exempts the incomes of mar-
ried persons and persons with dependents
up to £156. The hon. member desires to ex-
empt everybody, married and single up to
£256. I ean only say it would be nonsense.

Amendment put and negatived.
Clause put and passed.

Bill reported with amendments, and the ce-
port adopted.

There would not be

BILL—PRICES REGULATION ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading—Amendment. (six months)
carried.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon,
H. P. Colebatch-—East} [4.49] in moving the
second reading said: The old Act came to
an e¢nd on the 31st December, 1921. The Gov-
ernment are of opinion that at a time when
pricea are falling there probably is greater
need to protect the consumer than when prices
are rising. It i not intended by the Bill to
continme the existence of the Commission; in-
deed the Commission has gone out of existence,

[COUNCIL.)

but it is deemed desirable that the Govern-
ment should have authority, when occasion

arises, to refer any particular matter to the .

Cominission and alipw the Commission to fix
the prices. The difference between this pro-
posal and the old Act is that under
the Act the initiative:lay with the Commis-
ston, which was a permanent body, whereas
in this instance no Commission will be in
existence, but if at any time the Government
eonsider that in the case of any particular
necessary commodity the comsumcer is being
treated unfairly, it will be competent for them
to reappoint the Commission, and to confer
upon it the powars set out in the Aect, which
is revived for that purpose only. Tt may in-
terest members to know that from the incep-
tion of the Commission, on the 1st Januvary,
1920, up to the cnd of last year, the total
cost of the Commission to the State was
£4,469. 8ince the Commission went out of
office complaints have been received that in
eertain instances the prices of commeodities
have been incereased without justification, 1
do not think there is much doubt that prices
are being fixed, and it i8 just a question as
to whether or not the Government should be
able, if circumstances warrant, to step in and
sec that prices are not unfairly fixed, 1In
Sydney a week or two ago, in the Profiteering
Court, Judge Beeby issued a warning, that if
practices said to be adopted by certain per-
sons with a view to regulating the minimum
prices at which their products could be sold,
bath wholesale and retail, were repeated, ae-
tion would be taken by the court. It was
alleged, he said, that vendors were asked to
sign ‘‘price maintenance agrecments,’! in
which they contracted to observe the scales
of the prices, discounts and rebates fixed by
the proprietors or agents of certain articles,
and, further, to contract not to supply directly
or indireetly any goods te vendors who did
rot obgerve the conditions of the agreement.
A further allegation was made that the ven-
dors who refused to observe the conditions of
the agrecment were refused supplies, and that
digerimination was exercised against co-opera-
tive undertakings, and that the effect
of the yractices complained of was to
reatrict competition and maintain  the
artificial regulation of prices, It was fur-
ther stated that if these complaints were re-
peated, action would be taken after the vaca-
tion. That warning was issued in the city
eourt just prior to the Christmas vacation.
It is circumstances such aa these—the impro-
per regulation of prices—against which the
Government desire to gnard. I have here a
publication known as the ‘ Western Trader,
the Retailers’ Journa! and the Storekeepers’
Guide.'’

Hen, J. Duffell: You should hang on to
that; it is an important document.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
This publication is dated 10 October, 1921
On page 5 the following occurs:—

It was reported at the quarterly general
meeting of members that groeers at May-
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lands had for weeks past been selling sugar
below the fixed priec. The secretary was
instructed to visit Mayvlands and interview
the grocers concerned. This was done, with
satisfactory resmlts, all the grocers econ-
cerned agreeing to revert to the original
price of 6s. a dozen. The secretary re-
ported that he had approached one of the
suborban grocers, who had bcen under-
selling 11d. milk, and sn¢ceeded in getting
him to revert to the 11d. priee.

Hon. A. H. Panton:
have a ‘‘ bonzer’ union.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
Quite so. It is not intended to invoke the
powers of the Aet unnecessarily, but it is
thought that power should rest with the Gov-
ernment in the case of any obvious abuses of
re-creating the commission in  order that
those abuses might be rectified.

Hon. J. Duffell: The Government have
enough to do to straighten the finances,

The MINISTER T'OR EDUCATION :
It is part of the proper functions of Gov-
crnment to proteet the publie. It is all very
well to say that these things are regulated by
the law of supply and demand, especially
when we see these combinations and the actual
fixing of prices, and as referred to by the
judge in Sydney, a refusal to sapply goods
to persons who sell below the fixed price.

Hon. J. Duffell: 1t is a price-raising Com-
mission,

The MINISTER FOR EDIUCATION:
Jt ig idle to say that the public are pro-
tected by the Inw of supply and demand. The
Hounse would be well advised to pass the Bill,
so that, if the oceasion arises—the power will
not otherwise be used—the Government may
appoint the commission, and refer to it those
special matters in regard to whieh it is eon-
sidered that abmses are being perpetrated. |
meve —

The master grovers

That the Bill be now read a second time.

Hon, A. LOVERIN (Metropolitan) [4.54]:
Communities thronghout the world got along
before the war without any price-fixing com-
migsioners. Price-fixing was really a war ex-
pedient, and it is now time that trade was
given the free hand which it had before, to
work out its own salvation. It is no wse men-
bers coming here and bringing up matter
which has obviously been supplied by some-
one in the department. It is commonly rum-
oured that the real abjeet of the Bill is to
provide a sum sufficient to pay the salary of
a particular individual.

The Minister for Education:
the kind.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: I make that state-
ment believing it to be a fact. It is time we
finished with priee fixing and all forms of
State nursing. At this stage of the session
I am not prepared to go into the Bill any
further. I therefore move an amendment—

That the word ‘“mow’’ be struek out,
and ‘‘this day six months’? inserted in
liew.

Nothing of
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Hon. R, G, ARDAGH (North-East)
[4.55]: I was rather surprised at the re-
marks of Mr. Lovekin, I support the Bill
I wish to deal with a concrete case which oc-
curred during the last few months.

Hon. J. Duffell: On the question of
milk?

Hon. R. G. ARDAGH: Yes, and it will
greatly affect the hon. member’s electors. In
spite of what may be said to the coatrary,
the Commission during its term of office had
o steadying effect upon trade generally, in- -
cluding the retail trade. About three days
after the Commission came inte existence the
producers in the milk trade had oceasion te
go before the C(ommission. The milk pro-
ducers comprise the dairy farmers at Os-
borne 'ark, Quoen’s Park, Cannington, Yalup
Brook, PBibra Lake, and surrounding dis-
tricts, from which are drawn the supplies of
milk for the metropolitan area. The pro-
dueers have not been a united party until
recently. They work long hours and have
been exploited by the retailers and milk
dealers of the ¢ity, From time to time the
Commission has regulated prices between the
producer, the depot keeper and the retailer.

Hon, J. Duffell: If the Commission
stopped overlapping, they would be doing
something towards reducing the price of
milk.

Hon, A, H. Panton:
tion.

Hon, J. Duffell: Quite right.

Hon. R. G. ARDAGH: The Commission
fixed the price of milk to the producer at
the milk Jdepot al Is. 934d. less railage and
eartage. That left the producer 1s. 7l4id. or
1s. 8d. The price fixed for the depot keeper
was 124d. for storing, cooling and handlinyg
the milk to the retailer., The retailer was
allowed to charge the public 9d. a quart or
ds. 2 gallon.  This meant he had to pay the
depot keeper, if he hought it from him, 1a.
11d., leaving him to get a profit of 1s. 1k
per gallon from the public. Some of the re-
tailers go along the line, that is to say, to
the digtriets where the milk ia produced, at
certain periods of the year when there is a
flush of milk on the market, such as between
November and the end of February, and
practically coerce the producer into selling
his milk -at a reduced price.

Hon. A. H. Panton: What method of
coercion is used?

Hon. R. G. ARDAGH: They threaten that
they will not take their milk unless they sell
it at a eertain priee, a price considerably be-
low the price fixed by the Commission, which
was rtecognised as a Tair price to the pro-
ducer to enable him to keep himself, his wife
and family.

Hon. J. Duffell:
cost,

Hon. R. G. ARDAGH: The retailers did
not stop at that. They sold the milk in
Perth at the full prices fixed by the Commis-
sion, and contrary to the decision of the Com-
mission, They were only allowed to charge
sufficient to make a profit of 1s. 1d. per gal-

The cost of distribu-

Over 50 per cent. on the
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lon from the publie, whereas they were huy-
ing at 1s, 44. or ls. 3d.
lion. J. Duffeli: It used to be 1s. 2a.
Iion. R. G. ARDAGH: With bran at £4
10s. a ton!

The I'RESIDEXNT: Order! The hon.
member can speak afterwards.
Hon, R. G. ARDAGH: All through the

wilk-producing dixtricts they have had to pay
up to £13 10s, a ton for bram; to-day it is
down to £8 per tun. During November the
. retailers ' associntion asked for a conference
with the producers and we met them in con-
ference, The only thing they wanted to
diseuss was a reduction of 2d. a gallon to
the producer. They cuntended there was a
sirplus of milk, and without any compune-
tion laid this proposition before the pro-
dueers, The producers refused to acecpt the
price, and tolid the retaiiers to have the mat-
ter adjusted by the Commission. They failed
ty do this. Since then the dealers and re-
tailers have kept on cutting the price against
the producer, with the resnlt that they are
selling to the public at 3s. a gallon,
or 9d. a quart. This is what the producer

ojeets te, and it is a reasen why they
want the Commission reinstated, and the
Ac¢t  continved for another 12 months,

sa that these matters may be rectified. I may
a+ well inform hon. wembers that it is the in-
tention of the produrcss to establish a depot
of their own in Perth and, if possible, to re-
tail their own milk.

Hon. J. Duffell: That is the peint.

Hon. R, G. ARDAGH: If they can get the
(iovernment to do this, it will he daene hefore
November next, and the people will get
clwaper milk and, in some instances, T believe,
a better quality of milk than in the past.
There are upwards of 200 milk produeers in
the distriet I have referred to, and they have
a produetion of from 3,000 to 5,000 gallons
of milk per day. The producers are prepared
tn go before the CGommission and if the
price of hiran werve Lo come down, they would
bo prepared to give the comsumer the benefit
of the {deereased price,

Hon, A. BANDERSON (Metropolitan-Sub-
urban) [5.16]: Ts it a fair thing to us or to
the people we represent, that we should have
this Bill brought before us now?

Hon. J. Cornell: And in the form in which
it is?

Hon. A. SANDERSON: T will deal with
the form of the Bill later on. T address this
question to the Government and through the
Press to the publie. Ts it reasonable that a
matter affecting the community as a whole,
should be brought down to the Couneil at this
hour? TDoes it give a fair opportunity for
members te confer with those who are in-
terested”? Take the dairying industry referred
to by Mr. Ardagh. Tt is not anfair to say
that my colleagues and myself have a special
claim to be heard on behalf of the dairy peo-
ple, partienlarly those of Oshorne Park. What
opportunity have we had to communicate with
those people? Even assuming that we have

[COTXNCIL]

had some time to communicate with them,
considering the hours they keep and those we
keep, what opportunity have we had of visit-
ing them snd trying to understand their con-
ditions! To do that is a matter of some dith-
culty and requires some little time. 1 only
mention that as one illustration, because the
principle of price fixing is not confined to
those engaged in the dairving industry, 1
wouldl have no hesitation in facing the electors
of Oshorne Park if the Rill wers dropped, on
the groundl that they were not given an op-
portunity of placing their views hefore their
Parliamentary representatives.  If the Bill
were introduoeed for the purpose of dealing
with someonc’s salary, as suggested by Mr.
Leovekin, it wight be aaid to have some merit
andl specific object, What the purpose of the
measire is, I do not know, unless it he an-
other illustration of the stupidity, of the ig-
norance and of the cowardice of the present
Government who are too frightened to deal
with this measure. The Premier has told
us not once, not twice, but three times——

Hon, J. Cornell: They are chloroforming
it.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: At any rate, the
Premier has three times told vs that he does
not believe in this svatem. The Leader of the
House does not approve of it, as we know. He
could make as excellent a speech in favour of
the old Aet or of the present Bill as he could
in favour of the abolition of the legislation.

Hon. C, I, Baxter: He does that regarding
anyv Bill.

Hon, A, SANDERBON: TFor my part, 1
will inform my econstituents that the State
eow is a great deal better than the Osborne
Park cow, and the greatest industry bhefore
us at the present time is that of expleiting
the Government, I am totally opposed to
price fixing and prices regulation, questionable
even in war fime, T would rather have seen
the whole thing carried out under military
law, so that the wmilitary authorities wonld
have seized goodz and distributed them fairly
among the community.

Hon. A. H. Panton:
heen done fairly,

Hon, A. SANDERSON:
heen diffienlt, T admit.
Hoo. A. H. Panton:

about that,

Hon. A. SAXDERSOXN: This was intro-
dueed as a war measare, As long as & man
tried to do his best, Minister or departmental
officer alike, I wounld not diseuss his actioms
during the war peried, but the war is over
and the question is: Is it, or iy it not, a
wige policy to continue this system? Tf it is
not, the sooner we get back to the older
gystem the hetter., Tf that is the position, the
Government shonld have given more notice. 1
cannot understand why the Bill did not ap-
pear hefore us carlier in the session.

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom: We have had
50 already.

Hon, A, SANDERSOXN: 1T have glanced
through the Bills we have passed this session
and surely that under discussion is a great

It would not have
It would have

The officers would see
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<leal more important than many of the mea-
sures which already appearcd before us. We
are mancuvred into the position that we
now are faecing. Are we to throw this
Bill out without discussion or are we
to permit it to go on the statute-book against
our better judgment? I do not think any
section of the community or the consumers
have expressed opinions regarding this matter.

Hon. J. Dufiell: I bave been approached.

Hon. A. J, H, Saw: I will give you a
message from them.

Hon, A. SANDERSON: Will the hon.
member permit me to give a message to the
people?

Hon. J. Cornell:
tion,

Hon. A. SANDERSON: T take it that my
hon. colleague indicates that he has been
given a message by the Oshorne Park people
to vote for the Bill. It is not a threat, bat
it pnts me in a difficult pesition becaunse
these people are entitled to put their case
before us. I put that aside, however, and
ask: Are there not other sections of the
community entitled to consideration? Are
the eity merchants in Perth not entitled to
have some notice? T think six months’ notice
is what they should be entitled to, but should
they mot have at least three months’ notiee
that the Bill will be dropped, say, after De-
c¢emberd

Hon. R. G. Ardagh: It is on that assump-
tion that the retuzilers are working.

IIon. A. SBANDERSON: They -cannot
work on any assumption, any more than we
can. We are to oppose or pass the Bill with-
out proper discussion, owing to the stupiditr
and lack of foresight of the Government.

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom: You seem
to be discussing it fairly well,

Hon, A, SANDERSON: I am ecertainly
having a small say on the matter, but I am
entitled to discwss it. The farmers, for in-
stance, have taken good care to fix ap their
wheat business.

Momn. A. H. Panton:
to come under this Bill.

He is going up for clec-

They did not want

Hon. A, SANDERSON: XNo, they did
not. It would not be any exaggeration to

say that the people in the countfy, having
fixed up a good deal for themselves, do nof
take any interest in this measure. What of
those others whoe are entitled to considera-
tion? Are mot the small people, whom we
brushed aside in the Income Tax Bill and the
merchant prinees and ordinary storekeepers
entitled to a hearing and to justice What
are we to do? Are we to pass the second
reading of the Bill and waste three or four
hours in Committee or are we to refer it to a
select committee? We have found out re-
cently that there are several ways of defeat-
ing a Bill. Are we to divide ourselves into
equal numbers and permit you, Mr. Presi-
dent, to decide upon the legislation for the
State by means of your casting vote? If so,
T would not envy you your task. It is a matter
of considerable difficulty for members repre-
senting some metropolitan districts to come
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to a fair decision. After a certain amount
of hesitation in view of all the ecircum-
stances, and recognising that whatever is
done, injustice and hardship will be worked
upon some gcction of the community owing
to the lack. of foresight on the part of Min-
isters, I have determined, without having
had an opportunity of econsulting my ecol-
leagues or the clectors, or other sections of
the community with whom I would like to
have conferred, to oppose the second reading
of the Bill. Tf anyone should complain I
shall net argue, but admit that the ¢omplain-
ant must go to the head and front offender
and request infermation from the Premier
and his colleagues. 1t would not be difficult
for the Government, having a whole
army of eivil servants at their dis-
posal, to ecolleet the mnecessary informa-
tion to enable them to give proper
notice to those concerned as to their
intentions regarding this legistation.  The
Premier should have made a public state-
ment at an early stage. That would have
been a statesmanlike attitude to adopt. It
does not require much foresight and states-
manship to get Ministers to decide the mat-
ter around a conference table and inform the
publie that after a certain period the legis-
lation will lapse. Regarding the public ut-
terances of Ministers, I am not surprised
that one hon, member should refer fo the
retailers gambling ¢n the position. The Pre-
mier has stated officially that he does not be-
lieve in the price-fixing business and the
Teader of the House is of the same opinion.
I shall vote againgt the second reading of
the Bill and, if it is defeated, I hope as little
damage as possible will be the result of my
action.

Hon. A, H. PANTON (West) [5.32]: 1T
am an advoecate of price fixing, in view of
the fact that practically the whole of the
commereial enterprises are so well organised
nowadays that the old idea of supply and
demand has gone by the board. However,
T enter my emphatic protest against the at-
titnde of the Government on this measure.
The Leader of the House told us that the

commission had gone out of office. When did
they go out of officet
The Minister for Education: On the 31st

December.

Hon. A. H PANTON: T am inc¢lined to
think that some of the commission are still
in office.

Hon. J. Duffell: Then the Leader of the
House onght to pay for them.

Hon. A. H. PANTON: Mr. Ardagh rc-
ferred to the milk supply. There are two
organisations interested in the milk supply,
the produeer and the retailer or middle-man.
Mr. Ardagh’s complaint about the middle-
man exploiting the producer comes very late
in the day. I have never known anything
else to ocur, Tt is of no use the hon. mem-
ber putting up a plea for a half measure of
this deseription, simply because the organisa-
tion of milk venders has got in ahead of the
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producers’ association on this occasion. It
is not a great while since the position was
reversed. 1 remembera whole host of milk
carts being drawn up in front of the Trades
Hall. Their owners were not interested in
the Trades Hall, but they were looking for
the disputes committes.

Hon. E. H. Harris:
is not kept there.

Hon, A. H.  PANTON: No; they came
thera for brains and received the beuefit of
them. The producers had got in on the re-
tailers.

Hon. F. E. 8 Willmott: This is the firsi
time I have ever heard of that occurring.

Hon. A, H., PANTON: The retailers had
refused to pay the price asked for the milk
and the producers—rightly so in my opinion
—said they could not get it for less. The dis-
putes committee were asked to deal with the
watter, but we referred ‘them te the Prices
Regulation Comumission, and some settlement
was arrived at, but there was a possibility
of the retailers being heid up by the pro-
ducers, T was pleased to hear from Mr.
Ardagh that the producers are awaking to
their responsibilities. We have the produecer,
then the depot, thea the retailer and them the
consumer, and we talk about calling in the
Prices Regulation Commission to deal with a
. position of that kind! I hope Mr. Ardagh
and his producer friends will get their depot
going so that the consumer may be supplied
dircet by the producer. One of the great
difficuities existing fo-day is the cost of dis-
tribution. With scientific research and up-to-
date machinery, production has resched ihe
peint when the world's markets are over-sup-
plied but, owing to-the rost of distribution,
there is no chance of bringing down the cost
of living. What was the canse of the delay
in bringing this measure before Parliament?
Mr. Sanderson said it was a war measure. 1
do not think that is correct.

Hon. A. Sanderson: That was the origin
of it.

Hon. A, H. PANTON: When it was in-
trodagced by the Labour Government, it was
thrown ont. While the war was in progress.
we did¢ withont it. The measure wag re-intro-
dunced in 1919, and it was then that the regu-
lation of prices was begun. The Government
are merely trying to make the people believe
they are doing something $o protect them,
though they well know that it is impossible
to protect them by means of this measure. The
Leader of the Houee knows it and the ¢ West-
ern Trader’’ knows it. The organisation re-
spongible for that particular journal came
into being about 1913, The tules of the
Shop Assistants’ Umnion were borrowed and
rules were drafted from them. It is a
fairly solid organisatiom, quite capable of
dealing with the buginess of to-day. If the
Government were homest in their inteniions
they should have introduced the Bill earlier.
Everyvone knows that during the last six
months deputation after deputation from the
Chamber of Manufactures and the Chamber

And the water supply
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of Commerce has urged the Premier to do
away with the Prices Regulation Commission.
The Minister knows there has been a continual
agitation by big business men to get rid of
this law. 1 think the Governmeni are trying
to placate two sections of the community—
the big buginess people and ihe consumere—
by introdueing this measure. The Govern-
ment should have expressed their agreement
with the Chamber of Manufactures and the-
Chamber of Commerce and said that the day
of price fixing was ended, or told the con-
sumers they believed further protection was
necessary and that the Aet would be com-
tinned. As the Government were not prepared
to do either of these things, ¥ shall not aup-
port them in any half measure. T stated in
1919 that T had very little hope of the

. Prices Reguiation Comunmission accomplishing

any rcal goed. I pay {ribute to them for
their earnest endeavours, but the bulk of a
grocers’ stock comes from the Eastern States
and practically the whole of our wearing ap-
parel is manufactured in the Eastern States.
The manufacturers put the price on the manu-
factured article; the wholesale people had to
get their commission and when the goods
eveninally reached the retailer, what conld
the Commisasion do¥ They must be fair. They
asked the retail grocer whether a certain price
wag a fair one for a manufactured article like
ostmeal. He produced his invoice, and all that
the Commission could do was to agree to him
adding a fair margin of profif, generally
abont 16 per cent. The grocer works on a
simaller margin than any other section of
frader. usnallv from 16 to 30 per eent. The
Commission eonld do nothing with &. Wood
Bon & Co., J. & W, Bateman, and such like
firms whose head offices are in Adelaide, Mel-
bourne or Sydney. These firms put their
prices on manuafactured articles, and so ar-
ranged their inveices that the Commission
had to admit the landed cost was as shown,
and had to allow a fair margin of profit on
that. Consequentlv, the Commission never
had an opportunitv to do the work they
should have done. The only method of regu-
lating prices would he by having a PFederal
Commission. :

Hon. J. Cornell: A Federal commission
could trace the gzoods to their source.

Hon. A, H. PANTON: Yes. Now what is
going on ae regards the manufactarerat Bul-
letin No. 14 of the Federal Statistician shows
that the number of emplovees in manufae-
tories in 1811 was 311,710 and in 1920
376.734; the nomber of proprietors 13,332 and
13,936, the wages paid to employees £27 528,-
371 and £52,115588. The wages paid re-
present an increase of about 55 per cent. The
value of material used in 1911 was £79,004,376,
In 1920 the figures were £187,722,877, a vast
difference in the valne of the material used.
The margin for overhead charges and profits
ir 1911 was £26,489343. The margin for
overhead charges amd profita in 1 L]
£52,608,143. 1t will be eeen that im 1911
every penny of thai inerease was pagsed on
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tn the manufactnred article, plus just over
20 million pounds in addition. Those are not
my figures, they are the figures of the Fad-
eral Statistician. Let me put the position in
another way. Regarding wages, the averago
per sanum in 1911 was £82 5s., while the
averige amount taken for profit per pro-
prictor wos £1,986 183, In 1020 the wages
avernged €143 6s. 8d., while the average
smomt for profit per proprietor totalled
£3,751 93, These figures show that while the
avernze wage paid to the worker in 1920
was 53 per cent. higher than in 1911, we find
that the profit per proprietor was 90 per
cent. higler. Bearing in mind those figores,
I contend that to tinker with prices regula-
tion by means of a pettifozging measure of
this deseription is only wosting the time of
the House and the country. We find on the
Estimates that a som of only €700 has been
allowed for the work of thie Commission. The
Minister told us that the cost of the Com-
mirsior for the whole period was £4,800.
During that peviod there were three Commis-
sioncrs, one of whom from the inception re-
tained his position in the service of the State
as Controller of Stores, and I presume that
the only addiiional salary he drew  was
the difference beiween what he reeejved as
Controller and as a Commissioner. During
Mr. Rae’s absence, the Registrar of Friendly
Societies, Mr. Bennett, wan given a seat on
the <ommission., Mr. Beunett controls a big
department which most take up a good deal
of his time, 2nd it often puzzles me how
those two gentlemen were able tn earry out
their dual dutics. They must have had quite
sufficient to do in their own departments
without being asked to do any work on the
Prices Commission. I eonsider the House is
justified in refusing to pass the measore. No
one will give the Government more ardent
srpport than T when it comes to a question
of protecting the consumers from exploita-
tion. Bat it is useless to say that, as the
wirr ir over, prices will come down becranse
commpetition is keen, and all that sort of
thing. There is no competition to-day so
far as commercial (nterprise is concerned, or
at least therc is very little, because every
section of the commumity is orzanised to
such an extent that they regulate their prices
and the only difference hetween them and
the workers is that they meet together and
set their prices, whilst the workers have to
go to a tribunal to get theirs fixed. T re-
gret that the Act was not re-introduced for
another year to give the Commission a
chanee of doing the hest they conld. I be-
lieve they have done seme good. They have
been energetic in their work, even though
they have been at a big disadvantage owing
to the facts I have quoted. TUnder the Bill
hefore us we try to induce the public to be-

lieve that we are giving something to protect
them. T say we are only throwing dust in

their eves, and there will be no possibility of
the public getting redress out of the Bill
Consequently I will vote against the second
reading.
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Hon. A. J. H. SAW (Metropolitan-Sub-
urban) [3.50]: 1 famey this is a topsy-
turvy world. = The last speaker is an advo-
cate of priece fising but he proposes to vote
against the Bill. I have supported two price
fixing measures brought into this Chamber
gince I returned from the war, and at the
same time I have alivays snid that in normal
times T am against price fixing. I iniend—
and this is perhaps where I may also be ac-
cused of a topsy-turvy act—to suppert this
Bill, and I do so for the reason that we are
now undergoing a transition period from
price fixing to de-control. In these ¢ircum-
stances anomalies are bound tn occur and
certain injustices such as have been pointed
out by Mr. Ardagh may be inflicted upon the
primary producer and the ¢onsumer, and pos-
sibly at times on the middleman. I under-
stand it is the intention of the Government
to maintain the existing priec fixing machi-
nery which they may want to use if they
consider it necessary to do so in the interests
of any of the sections of the community I
have mentioned. It is on that understanding
that T intend to support the Bill,

Hon. J. CORNELL (South) [5.52]: .Just
prior to the Christmas adjonrnment [ asked
the Legder of the House what was going to
become of the Piices Repulation Aet and 1
think that the answer he gove was that it
was to be allownd to lapse. Bvidenly the Act
has been buried, dui now has been exhumerl
to enable o post mortem to be condlncted on it,
and I suppose that is one ot the rensons that
prompied Dr, Saw to take part in the de-
bate. JIf the Bill before the House had any
substance, hon. members would he juatiﬁe:i in
supporting it. But it has no substance. “]_m.t
Aoes it propose to do? It proposes to revive
a corpse. The position is that we had a
parcnt Act and an amendment Aet. The par-
ent Act provided for three Commissioners,
whose duties were to inquire and repert from
time to time on the prices existing, wholesale,
retail, ete. The Bill before ns re-enacts _the
amending Act oholishes the Commission.
That js really what it nmounts to and it aua-
thorises the Government to reuscitate the
(Commission when necessary.

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom: Quite reason-
able, too.

Hon, J, CORNELL: Tle work of the Com-
mission has been to aect as police. If we
abolish the Commission, who 1s to make Te-
ports to the Government »0 that Orders-in-
Couneil may be issned? Then the position will
be left to the whims and wiles of the Govern-
ment, Therefore, I ecammot support the gecond
reading. I will not be too hard on my col-
league from the goldfields, who is not here,
but I will content myself ny saying, ‘‘Me-
thinks he doth protest too much.’’ As for
the transition period to which Dr. Saw re-
ferred, 1 would like to know where the de-
control is in Western Australia. It is not the
war that we are suffering from, but peace.
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Hon, 8ir EDWARD WITTENQOM (XNorth)
13.35]: The Bill sevms to me to be one of
the most simple and reasonable that has come
under notice. There has been an immense
protest from a number of people, as instanced
by Mr. Panton, who objecis to price fixing.
To meet that objection the Government have
said, “*We will dlo away with price fixing.”’
Then another c¢lass of people said, “* We must
be protected.'? The Government say ‘¢ If yon
are being nofairly dealt with, if monopolies
are being earricd on, or any injustice is be-
jng done, here is the machinery to inquire
jnto it.”" It seems to be a most reasonable
BRill and I cannot understaad why my friend
should make so much trouble about it. Al
we have to do is, if we do not want price
fixing, to vote agninst the Bill. If we want
eontrol over prices, then let ns suppert the
Bill. T have been struck by the moderation
of the Rill and the common sense in it. I fee)
that it does away with the objection of those
who do not want priee fixing. It does away
with the Comunission, or whatever it i3 ealled,
and machinery is arranged by which if peo-
ple are indelging in monopolies, to whieh 1
ohject myself, or if people are endeavouring
to make others pay exorbitant prices, it will
be available to stop that kind of thing. TUn-
less T hear anything further to influence me,
I shall vote for the second reading.

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT (South-West)
[6.0): It struck me that Mr. Panton used
execllent arguments against the Bill He
pointed out that, to really do any good, there
should be a ¥Federal Commission. If a Bill is
to do any good at all I contend it must pro-
vide for a wvniversal commisgsion to deal with
the prices of the world. We are at the pre-
fent time endeavonring to pass o measure
which will cnable the Govern nent to deal with
prices in the State, and the solid argument
has been advanced by Mr. Panton who
pointed out that articles manufaetored in the
Eastern States are practieally untonchable by
the Commirsion -#ith regard to priecs. I go
further and say that every producer in this
State has been, and is to-dav, at the merey
of the manufartvrers overseas, who send us
goods for which we have to pay extortionate
prices. What do we have to pay for im-
ported clothing and for impaorted tinned goods.
The whole thing i3 a faree, Mr, Panton is con-
cerned about the consumer, but T am deeply
eoncerned about the produeer. It womld be
a good job if the producer of milk were
yinched a little bit. The producers wonld
then see the necessity for waking up and
working in together.

Hon. F. A, Baglin: Feconomic pressure.

Hon. . E. 8. WILLMOTT: They wonld
then start the depots and earry ont their own
distribution. Bad debts and@ the cost of
distribution bave heen the cause of much
of the trouble over the past years in regard
to the price of milk to the consumer.

Hon. J, Duffell: The Government are iu
possession of all these particulars.

[COUNCIL.) .

Hoa. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT: 1 think the
higgest deputation that ever waited upon a
Minister, waited upon me from the milk peo-
ple. I said to them ‘*You see a dozen carts
going down one street; you complain of bad
debts; what you ought to de is to work on
the tirket system, whiech would prevent bad
dehts, alloeate different districts to different
depiots, and cut out the huge eost of dis-
tribution incurred by having 1 dozen vehicles
chasing each other down one street.’’

Hon. J. Daffell: That was advoeated five
yeara ago.

Houn, F. E, 8. WILLMOTT: The producer
is getting 1s. 01%4d. for hiz butter fat. If he
made his own butter instead of sending his
eream to the factory the storekeeper would
give him 1s. 1d. per b, Ifalf an hour after-
wards the storelkeeper would eell it over the
counter for 1s. Gd. He tclls the producer he
cannot afford to sell at less than 1s. 6d., and
eannot afford to pay him meore than 1s, 1d.
Aceording to his argument it costs him 50 per
cent. on his purchase price to retail the butter
over the counter, although it is supplied to
him in pound lumps. How much more
must it cost the producer to produce the milk,
when he has to buy the land amd milk and
feed his cows?

Hon. Sir Edward@ Wittenoom:
his rent and assistants?

Hon. ¥. E. 8§ WILLMOTT: The retailer
has his heel wpon the neck of the producer,
and will keep it there until the produeer
tackles the proposition himself. What has
the Prices Regnlarion Commission done for
the fruitgrower? I have sent the finest
quality lemons to market in 40 lb. cases, and
received the magnificent return of 2s. 6d. per
case. The cost of the case, the freight, com-
mission and eartage came to 2s. 9d. The
lemons were retailed in the shops at 2d. The
Prices Regulation Commission did not help
the producer. The whole thing bas been a
farce in the case of the producer, and has
been no better so far as the eonsumer is

What about

eoncerned. The whole thing has been a
myth, While we have such useless
measures on  our statute hook so long

will the publie continue to go to the Govern-
ment or the commission with complaints. The
public should be able to deal with this ques-
tion very much hetter than the eommission,
which has never been of the glightest assist-
ance either to the consumer or to the pro-
duecer. T intend to vote against the second
reading of the Bill,

The MIXISTER FOR EDUCATION
(Hon. H. P. Cplebateh—East—on amend-
ment) [6.5]: I trust the amendment will
not be agreed to. It has been objected that
the Bill has been brought down late in the
seasion. We have had altogether 59 Bills to
deal with, This House and another place
have been working hard since the session
commenced in July. As 8ir Edward Wit-
tenoom has pointed out, in this Bilt the issne
is a simple one, and no member sheuld have
any diffienlty in making uwp his mind vpon
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it. The work of the Commission in the past
1as been such as to justify the passing of the
Bill. One reason why it was introduced late
was that the Government did not think the
sdircumstances existing to-day were snch as
:0 justify a continuvance of the Commission
in its old form. They felt, however, there
might be a great danger in suddenly relax-
ing all contral without taking any power to
dral with abuses whieh might arise, I can
understand the attitude of Mr. Panten in
supporting the amsundment that the Bill be
read a second time this day six months. T
think I know the motive of the hon. mem-
ber, and it is a pood one from his point of
view. He thinks if it is not read a second
time now, and there i= no control over prices
for the next six months, there will be such
a public outery for the resumption of price
fixing that Parliament will re-enact it in its
full form. He thinks the unjustifiable in-
creases in prices will be such that within
that period there will be a poblic demand
for price fixing generally, T am inclined to
agree that this is what will actually oceur.

Hon, C. F. Baxter: But prices are fall-
ing.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
TUndoubtedly, but it is a question whether
thev are falling as rapidly as they shonld be
doing in many cases. Reference has been
made to the question of supply and demand.
Let me take superphosphates. We have two
companies in this State manufacturing this
commodity, competing against cach other to
such an extent that if one company receives
an order that iz not zltogether suitable to
it, the order is passed on to the other ecom-
pany, and the price is arranged between the
two., The Commission has already stepped
in to prevent an inercase in the price, and
in another case insisted upon a decrease.

Hon. J. Duffell: That is only an isolated

case,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: It
is the sort of case that may reeur. These
companies might have put up the price
even beyond the figures they desired to reach
but for the intervention of the Commission.
Many cases of this kind may oceur. T know
of numerous instances in which trade is con-
trolled. When we find cases where trade is
go controlled as to constitute profitecring,
that combinations are exploiting the publie,
there should be some power in the hands of
the Ctovernment to appoint a commission and
bave a full investigation. The matter is en-
tirely within the discretion of members. Tt is
singular to me that we should find, as we
do in so many cases, two exXtremes in opiniony
voting topether. 'We were told that the lion
and the lamb would not lie down together. On
this Bill it loolks as if we should find mem-
bers who are ovpposed to price fixing voting
with those who desgire it in a most extreme
form.

Hon. A. Lovekin: If you think that, why
do you not make it a permanent measuref

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: 1
do not think it is justifiable as a permanent
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measure. It iz not my opinion that price
fixing generally does any good, but at present
there is need for the Government to have this
power. If this power be takea from the Gov-
ernment the chaneces are a strong case will be
built up for price fixing generally., Mr. Will-
mott has referred to overseas priees, and the
impossibility of fixing them. I quite agree
with what he says. Therv are a hundred and
one things which the Commission could not do,
and if the Bill be passed there are many
things which it would not be competent for
the Government to vefer te the Comunission.
Because we cannot do everything, is that any
reason why we should not cndeavour to do
something? I hope the amendment will be
defeated, and that the Bill will be read a
seeond time now.

Hon. ¥. A, BAGLIN (West) [6.12]: I
am convineed that there i3 need for the
Prices Regulation Commission, and what we
want is something of a permanent mnature.
Three permanent Commissioners should bo
appointed for this purpose, and if the Bill
had provided for that I sghould be supnorting
it. Tt is one of the most Aisappointing
measures over brought down to ua

Hon. A. J. H., Saw: You helieve in no
bread being better than a half loaf?

Hon. F. A, BAGLIN: This i3 an abortion
of a Bill.

Hon. J. Duffell: That is a good word.

Hon, F. A, BAGLTN: Tt ig of no us~ what-
ever, and I am going to vote for the amend-
ment. T hope the Government will sce the
error of their ways and appoint a permanent
commission when they next meet Parliament.

Sitting suspendcd from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. F. A. BAGLIN: DBefore tea 1 was
expressing my disappointment with this Bill.
I would have supported the measure had it
been a eomprehensive one, or one on the lines
of the Bill bronght down by the Labour Ad-
ministration in 1914. Even at this late hour
I might be induced to snpport the second
reading of the present Eill, if there were some
Minister in charge of prices regulating legis-
lation other than the Leader of this House, Tf
we carry the measure, it will be administered
by our Leader; and T am not prepared to trust
that gentleman with the powers under the
Bill. The present Mitehell Government scem
to have get out with an absolute determina-
tion to eripple the Labour policy, particu-
larly as regards the State trading concerns,
What is wrong with those concerns iz faulty
administration.

The PRESIDENT: T might point out that
we are not discussing the State trading con-
cerns,

Hon. F. A. BAGLIN: No, 8ir; but I wish
to make the point that T am not prepared to
hand over to an unsympathetic Minister leg-
iglation of this kind. We can only expect good
administration of an Aet when the Minister
is sympathetic towards the Act. Some years
ago I read in an old book the question, *‘Can
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the leopard change his spots!’® XNo. No
more can the present Leader of the House
c¢hange his views, (n the measure placed be-
fore this House by the Labour Government
in 1915, the present Leader of the House
spoke as follows, his remarks being recorded
in ‘‘Iansard’’ of the 2%th September—

I cannot see any justive in the Commis-
sion fixing prices. There is alse this dan-
prerous feature, that the law of supply and
demand operittes o that when supplivs get
short, the prives pet higher, and the peo-
PMle evonomise, and, therctore, a particolar
sirtiele is made to wo further than it other-
wise would. But it we attempt by artificial
means to keep the prive down we lose the
cconomy, and the commuity in the long
rur is the loser . . . The whole theory of
price-fixing is wrong; the law of supply
awl demand not only fixes prices, but re-
rrulates the consumption in a way whieh will
work out for the good of the community.

Not only did (he present Leader of the House
apealk in that way against that Bill, but he
voted against it, And yet he advocates the
Bill uow befere the House,

Hon. A. Lovekin: He has changed hie
opinion,

Hon, F. A. BAGLIN: Why does he not
say so? I am not prepared to hand over legis-
laiion of this character to unsympathetie
hands, and so defeat what T believe to be a
good thing, and somcthing that the community
requires. I know that a reaction will set in.
I have heard the present Irices Regulation
Commission lesignated a ‘‘prices raising com-
mission.’’ The Commissioners have been held
up to ridieule by a large section of the pub-
lic. Despile the views expressed by the
Minister for Education here to-day. T am not
prepared to vote for this Till. During the
same disenssion in 19135, and on the same day,
the Hon. J. J. Holmes, spoke as follows:—

T rise to oppose the second reading ot
this Bill, and if T had not thought out any
argument myself, the speech delivered hy
Mr. Colebateh was sufficient in itself to
justify anyone in rising to oppose the sce-
ond reading.

Why this change of front on the part of Mr.,
Holmes? There must be an explanation, and
surely the House is entitled to that explana-
ticn. Again, Dr. 8aw stated in 1915:—

T am one who in normal times deprecates
most strongly any undue interference with
trade, If this Bill was to continue, or any
measure of the same kind was proposed,
during peace times, T wonld oppose it most
strongly.

There is not much consisteney as hetween that
kind of language and Dr. Saw’s atitude tn-
day.

Hon. G. W, Miles: Eleetions come round.

Hon. F. A. BAGLIN: Tt is remarkable to
observe how when a measure of this kind is
introduced by a Government to which the
hon members In question are not opposed they
take the wery contrary view to that which
they expressed and acted upon when similar

[COUNCIL.]

legislation was introduced by a Labour Gov-
ernment, 1 have not been able te trace any
observations by Sir Edward Wittenoom in
this conneciion, but I dov find that he voted
against the 19135 Bill. So he bas changed, too.
Now, what docs the present Bill provide 7 1§
provides power to' the Minister to call the
Prices Regulation Commission together when
it 30 pleases him to do, and he ¢an then say to
the ¢ vimmissioners, ¢ Here is a certain com-
uodity, and I want rou to deal with that com-
modity anl fix a price for it."" That is not
right. 1t the price of one conuuudity is to
be fixed, let us fix the pries of all eommodi-
ties; otherwise let us have np priie fixing at
all. I am prepared to support the Government
if they will Lring down a Bill that will prove
of any service; but this measure is uscless.
Moreover, if a law is to bhe administered of-
feetively, it must he administered by a -ym-
pathetie Minister. In 1915 such a measure us
this was, acording to the preseat Leader of
the House, unneeessary and in restraint of
trade. If the hon. gentleman was houest in
all he said then, it is almost impossibile
for him to administer effectively this
measure, in which  he eannot  believe,
I shall vote against the second reading.

Hon, T. MOORE (Central) [7.43]: Al-
though T shall not speak at length, T connot
give a silent vote. T hold that there is a good
deal to be said for price fixing. Though L
am of opinion that the present Govgrmment
will not give legislation towards that end
sympathetic administration, I am hapefut
that there will he another Government in
power, who will adininister such a law as this
sympathetieally, T can see the signs of the
times.  From the attitude adopted by varions
members of this Chamber, it appears that
they alsn feel that if the change dons nnt
take place, it ousht to take place.

Hon. JJ. Duffel: Tt leoks very much like
that!

Hon. T. MOORE: T helicve that sueh a
nmeasure as this, sympathetieally administered,
ean very frequontly prove of nee. Bnt if the
Commissioners are vot available at all times,
there will be no avthority to polier prives. On
the other hand, if a risirg price for anv par-
ticular article does not justify itself in the
cves of the consumer, he will very soon make
himszelf hearl, and he wil go to thase in an-
thority and ask that the Commiwion he in-
steneted to investigate, In thi= way the
matter can he policed; whether it will lie iq an-
other uestion. Tt will give the consuner the
right to go to the Government and say, **You
ean stop this.’" Tf the Bill is defeated, the
(Government will be able to say, ‘‘We have no
power.’’ Tf memberg wish to provide the Gov-
ernment with a loophele, they will fefeat
the Bill. Their reason for not putiing on
commissioners in the past was that the Cham-
ber of Commerce has been knocking at the
door and telling the Government that thexr are
in power to Iook after the Chamber of Com-
merce. The policy of the Government is
supposed to be in sympathy with those things
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desired by the Chamber of Commerce, hut 1
am net geing to allow the Bill to go by the
board, simply because the Chamber of Com-
merce chooses to kick up a noise,

Hon. A. Lovekin: The members of that
body are against the Government.

Hon. T. MOGRE: Only on certain things.
The legislation which the Chamber of Com-
meree wonld have knoeked out is legislation
which, in my opinion, is good for the country.
Unless we retain the measure the Government
will be without power to de anything in the
matter of price fixing, and both the consumer
and the produccr will be detrimentally af.
fected.

Amendment (six months) put and a divi-
sion taken with the following result:—

Ayoes
Noes

IWIQ'.D

Majority for

AYES.
Hon. F. A, Baglin Hon, A, Lovekin
Hon, C. F. Baxter Hon. A. H. Panton
Hon, J. Coroell Hon. A. Sanderson
Hon. J. Duftell Hon. F, E. 8. Willmott
Hon. E. H. Harris {Teller.)
Noes.
Hen. R. Q. Ardagh Hon. V. Hamersler
Hon, H. P. Colebalch Hon, T. Moore
Hon. J. Cunnisgham Hon. A. J. H. Saw
(Tetler.)

Amendment thus passed; Bill rejected.

BILL—LAND AND INCOME TAX AS-
SESSMENT AMENDMENT.
Third Reading.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon.
H. P. Colebatch—East): The third reading
of this Bill was deferred until the certifieate
of the Chairman of Committees was ready.
I vnderstand that the certificate is now ready
and T am prepared to move the third read-
ing, I move—

That the Bill be now read a third time.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a third time and returned to the
Asgembly with amendmenta.

BILL—ARCHITECTS.
Assembly’s Message.. .
Mersage from the Assembiy, notifying that
it bad amended amendment No. 3, and had
disagreed to amendment No. § made by the
Couneil, now considered.

Hon. J. Ewing in the Chair; the Minigter
for Eduecation in charge of the Bill

Council’s amendment No. 3. Clause 27,
Subclause (3), line 2.—Strike obut ‘one-
third’! and insert ‘‘one-sixth?’ in lieu there-
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of. Line 3.—Strike out ‘‘or represented by
proxy.””

Assembly’s modification. Strike out the
words: ‘‘Line 3.—Strike ont ‘or represented
by proxy.? ??

The JMINISTER YOR EDUCATION :

The form in which the Agsembly’s modi-
fication bas been sent down is not very clear.
It, however, affects only a tomporary matter
and is not worth worrying about. I move—

That the Assembly’s modification be
agreed fo.

Hon, J. CORNELL: The Council improved
the position and the Assembly bazs now made
it worse., I think the amendment should be
gent back to the Assembly.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION;
I would be inelined to try to get the mat-
ter put in better order if this were a per-
manent provision, but it applies only to a
purely temnorary matter prior to the estab-
lishment of the board ared, therefore, is not
of great consequence.

Question put and passed; the Assembly’s
madification agreed to.

No. 5. Insert the following new clause,
to siand as Clause 34:— “The provisions of
this Act shall apply only to the metropolitan
area.’’

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
This amendment is one which I endeavoured
on two oceasions to get the Council not to in-
sist on. The reason given by the Assembly
for disagreeing to the amendment is that to
rustrict the operations of the association to the
metropolitan area wonld wot be in the hest
interests of the State. With that reason 1
ugree. When the Bill was pefore us, it was
intended that it should mot in any way in-
terfere with persons doing the work of archi-
tects. In order that this should be quite
clear, we put in a2 further amendment mak-
mg it more definite. With that fuorther
wmendment, the Assembly has agreed. There
can be no question as to the right of any
person to degign and earry out buildings any-
where in the State. The oaly thing he ean-
uot do is to set himself up as an drchitect. In
view of this, it would be a great mistake to
ingist on the amendment. I move—

That the amendment be not insisted on.

Question pot and passed; the Council’s
amendment not insisted on.

Resolntions reported, the report adopted
and a Message acordingly returned to the As-
sembly.

BILL—LICENSING ACT AMEND.
MENT.

Second Reading.

The MINISTER I'OR EDUCATION (Hon.
H. P. Colebatch—East) [8.0]: In moving
the seeond reading said:—This is a short
Bill and is intended to remain in operation
only during the present year, Tt will be within
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the knowledge of members that a comprehen-
sive licensing Bill was introduced in another
place. That Biil has been referred to a select
cemmittee and will be exhaustively inquired
inte and, thercfore, cannot he passed uatil
Parliament reassembles. In the meantime it
is considered by the Government to be neces-
sary to do something to prevent the inten-
tions of the local option section of the Aet
from being defented. This Bill provides
that—

Tt shall be unlawful, Jduring the eontinu-
ance of the Aect, for a Liconsing (ourt to
grant any license or to register any elub
for or in respect of premises net licenserd
or registeredl at the commencement of this
Act: Provided that this scetion shall not ap-
ply to eatinghonse, beardinghouse, or lodg-
inghouge lieenses, billiard table licenses,
or occasional lieenses.

Those licenses issued under Section 45 of
the prineipal Act are licenses situated not
less than 15 miles from an existing lieense,
In that respect this Bill does not limit tho
powers of the licensing bench. What the Bill
does is to prevent something which we have
good renson for supposing would occur if the
Bill were not passed. Premises that were
licensed only to the end of last year, and
whose licences were taken away becanse of
the recent loeal option poll, may bhe taken
over by clubs. Clubs at present can be re-
gistered, and such premiscs could then be
conducted as registered clubs. There is noth-
ing to prevent it. Tt is within the knowledge
of the Government that preliminary steps have
in some eases been taken to endeavour to have
this done. I think the House would agree
that it wonld be a most improper evasion of
the local option vote if licensed premiscs,
which had heen elosed in consequence of the
loeal option vote, could be rcopened as a
club and obtain registration. The local op-
tion poll does not apply to elubs, and con-
sequently if the licensing beneh reccived an
application for a certificate complying with
the conditions of the Licensing Aet, and the
premises were suitable—they would be suit-
able beeause they would already have held a
general license—it would be very difficnlt for
the bench to refuse it. At the same time this
wonld be very iinproper, and the purpose of
the Bill is to prevent it. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

Hon. J. DUFFELL (Metropolitan-Subur-
ban) [8.3]: Whilst T am in accord with
the Bill there is one thing T should like to see
inserted in it. It provides that no new license
shall be granted, and T should like to see a
provicion inserted protecting any license
whieh has already been promised by the li-
eensing bench, ‘There is a huilding being
erected on the Esplanade by the AN.A. as
elub premisra, I understood that the direc-
tors of that asseciation have alrendy heen
promised a license for their cluly, but this
is held in abeyance unti! such time as the pre-
miges are completed. These are very nearly

[CQUNCIL.)

finished now, and it would be an injustice
and a breach of faith to this associativn if,
after all this money had been spent, the li-
ronse were not granted. It is for the purpose
of protecting a ease of thbis kind thut I de-
sire to see a proviso inserted in the Bill. Oo
that wnderstanding I will support the second
reading, but if the Minigter refuses this re-
quest T shall have to take other measures to
bring it ahout.

The Miunister for Education:
the premises be completed?

Hon. J. DUFFELL: T believe within a
month or so, but they cannot be licensed until
tbey are finished.

Hon. A. H. Panton: It wag promised by the
bench.

Hon. J. CORNELL (South) [8.51: It seems
an extraordinary thing to take these powers.
My province is not affected by the Bill

Hon. J. Duffell: The metropolitan area does
not mind.

Hon. J. CORNELL: Tt is ap extraordinary
thing to bring down a Bill to declare that
any aet of the licensing bench, whieh has
heen set up in a legal manner, shall be nalaw-
ful.

Hon. F. A. BAGLIN (West) [8.6]: I am
prepared to vote for the sceond reading, but
something will have to be done with Clause 2
in order that any body of persons who may
desire to form a c¢lub may be proteeted. I
am not disposed to give exelusive rights to
existing clubas.

Hon. Bir Edward Wittenoom:
retroapective?

Hon. F. A, BAGLIN: From the commenee-
ment of this Act, and for the next 12 months
no other club can be registered. I sympathise
with the Government in their endeavour to
carry out the provisions of the reeent local
option poll. There is some trath in the state-
ment that the owners of some premises are
trying to evade the effeet of that poll by
converting into clubs hotels that have been
de-licensed. That would be a most undesirable
thing. The peoaple have deelared that these
places shall be closed, and the will of the peo-
ple will have to be obeyed. For my part 1
would not have closed any of them, The
owners of elosed premises should be prevented
from having them eonverted into elubs, and
for that reason T shall support the seeond
reading. Where, however, a legitimate case is
made out by a number of persons for the re-
gistration of premises as a club, fo long ay
such premises are mnot those whieh have been
nsed as an hotel that has been closed under
Ineal option, I fail to see why the application
shonld not meet with anecess, If this safe-
guard in regard to premises already eclosed
is taken into account that should be sufficient
protection, There may be many places out-
side the metronolitan area where elubs are
wanted, and the people eoncerned should be
ziven an opportunity of getting them. We
have n workers' club at Fremantle, and it

When will

Wouid it be

Cey
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has been stated that the workers of Perth
want one here. Provided they open in a
place that is suitable to the licemsing bench
there is no reason why the license should not
be granted. I also understand the AN.A. de-
sire to form a elub at Fremantle. If that is
desired I am not prepared to vote for a Bill
that will prevent that elub securing a license.
The whole thing ean be safeguarded by the
licensing bench refusing to grant a permit
in the case of any premises closed ns a result
of the loeal option poll.

Hon. T. MOORE (Central) [8.10]: The Bill
will have a far reaching effect. The licensing
beneh, in granting club licenses, should be in
a far better position to deal with the matter
than we are. Tf a club license was required
for premises which had been closed, the peo-
ple concerned would have to prove that they
were the bona-fide owners of the pre-
mises. If the licensing magistrates are
of opinion that the application is a
bena-fide one, they will grant the license;
if mot they will refuse it, more es-
pecially if they think that an attempt is be-
ing made to evade the result of the recent
local option poll. [t is not neeessary to have
this Bill placed on the statute book for the
next 12 months. It savours of rush legislation
Becanse it has been suggested that one place
will be turned into a club why should we de-
prive other people of the right to form =a
elub? We are taking the hurdle before we
come to it. If the Bill does not go through
it is certain that other clubs will be regis-
tered. The only place in which hotels have
been closed is in the metropolitan area. 1
shall vote againat the Bill.

Hon. A. SANDERSON (Metropolitan-Sub-
urban) [%.12]: I am in favour of the object
of this Bill, aithough T apree with the re-
marks of the last speaker. Wbhen I heard of
the Bill the first gquestion I asked was ‘“* Whe
are the licensing authorities, and lave they
power to deal with this question.’’ I was
told that they had practically no power to
deal) with ¢lubs, and would be compelled to
lirenre them. T ean hardly credit that.

Hon. J. Ewing: It is an important point.

Hon., A, J. H. SBaw: Have you verified
that?

Hon. A, SANDERSON: I have not been
able to verify everything during the last
48 hours. I intend to support the Bill, but
have to express my regret that it seems neees-
sary to interfere with the ordinary course ot
business and justice in this country.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER (East) [8.13]: The
Government are to be commended for bring-
ing forward thizs measure. From the stand-
peint of the licensing bench, hotels and club
licenses are different. If a combination of
30 men apply for a club license it may be a
diffienlt matter for the bench to refuse the
application.

Hon. A. Sanderson:

For hotel premises
which bave been closed? .
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Hon. C. F, BAXTER: For any premises. 1
am not a strong supporter of Clause 2. We
shut the door for 12 months against any per-
gons who may desire to form a club.

Hon. T. Moore: They shut it against every-
one.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Tt goes further
than I desire. I am, however, prepared to
support the Government in the object they
have in view. It would be a bad thing if the
position Were such that the decision of the
local option poll could be evaded by persons
who would use clesed premises for the sale of
intoxicating liquor.

Hon. J. Cunningham: Only the general -
censes have been cangelled.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: 'The electors have
spoken in no uncertain voice, and there must
be reduction.

Hon. J. Cunningham:
coneerned.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: So far as the pre-
mises where liquor is sold are concernped. If
& club can distribute as much liquor as can
be put through an hotel whercin does the dif-
ference lie? I will support the second reading
with a view to seeing whether in Committee
an amendment eaunot be made to Clanse 2,

So far as hotels are

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION Hon.
H. P. Colebatch—East) in reply [8.15]: 1
have no objection to the amendment suggested
by Ar, Duffell. Undoubtedly if a promise
has been made by the licensing bench and on
the strength of that promise people have spent
a pood deal of money, the promisze ought to
be honoured.

Heon, T. Moaore:
‘What about others?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
I will extend it to all such cases. Although
the Bill says the Act shall zontinue in foree
until the 31st December, 1922, that is subject
to vepeal, and there is no intention that the
Act shall remain in foree one day after the
comprehensive Licensing Bill ia passed. That
Bill will contain a elause repealing this mea.
sure,

That is only one case.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.
Hon, J, Ewing in the Chair; the Minister for
Education in charge of the Bill.
Clavse 1—agreed to,

Clanse 2—Granting of new licenses sus-
pended.

Hon. J. DUFFELL:
ment—

That the follewing be ndded to the pro-
viso, *¢Or to elub registrations already pro-
mised by a licensing bench.'’

Hon, J. CORNELL: Why should it be con-
fined to promises? Suppose an applieatinn

l:ée lpmper]y lodged hefore the passing of the
il

I move an amend-
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The Minister for Education: It could not
be.
Hon, J. CORNELL: But have no appli-
cations been lodged?

The Minister for Edueation: The licensing
bench does not sit till Mareh, and so no
applications eonld have been lodged.

Hon. J. CORNELL: TIn care such applica-
tion has been lodged we should leave the
granting of it to the discretion of the court.

Hon. J. CONNINGHAM: I will oppose the
amendment, but 1 should prefer to see the
clause go altogether. We propose to make pro-
vision for the A.N.A., which has a building
in the course of ercetion for he purposes of a
club, but what about other centres! Many
large districts are not in favour of reduetion
at all.  Why should they be brought under
the provigions of the Bill?

Hon, F. A. BAGLIN: T wish to move an
amendment prior to that before the Com-
mittee.

Mr. Duffell;
ment. )

Amendment hy leave withdrawn,

Hon. F. A. BAGLIN: T move an amend-
ment—

That after ‘‘in respect of’’ in line 3 all
worda down to ‘“principal Aet’’ be atruck
out and the following inserted in lien, ‘‘ No
premises which have been closed under the
provisions of the local option poll taken in
1921,

The amendment means that the licensing
bheneh shall have power to grant new liccnses
to clubs in respect of buil lings other than
those closed under the local option poll. Also,
it may be neeessary to grant general licenses
in other distriets.

The Minister for Education: That ean he
done under Section 45 of the Act,

Hon. F. A, BAGLTN: Still the amendment
ia desirable.

The AMINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
The objection 1o the amendment ia that it
would permit of the defeating of the inten-
tion of the loeal option provision. Tt refers
to premises. What about loealities? The local
option poll had relation to loealities. To set
np a elub next door to de-lisensed hotel pre-
miges wonld be to defeat the intention of the
roll.
! Hon. A. SANDERSON: The Government
have had wore time in which to consider the
points involved than hare we, and so, with a
protest against this seamping of work in the
elosing hours of the session, T will support the
Bill as it stands.

Hen. C. F. BAXTER:

T will withdraw my amend-

I will support the

amendment, becanse T think it meets all we .

were led to helieva was required in the Bill
The Minister has told us that the object of
the Government is mot te prevent the issue
of rlub licenses in respeet of hotel premises
which have been closed, but club licenses any-
where; vet he is prepared to differentiate in
favour of a certain ciub,

The Minister for Edueation: Beeause a pro-
mise has been given already.

[COTUNCIL.]

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: The amendment will
mevt all requirements,

Hon. A. H. PANTON: The point raised by
the Minister is a good one. We have to realise
that although clubs were not specifically dealt
with at the Joeal option poll the electors in
certain  distriets voted ‘‘reduction,’’ which
means reduction in the consumption of liguor,
if it means anything at all. When the will ot
the peeple, as set out in rhe recent liquor
vote, is in fhvour of the closing of an
hotel, we should not afford au opportunity
for a club to be started in that district.

Hon. J. Cornell: Why not?

Hon. A. H. PANTON: Because the peo-
ple in that locality deecided otherwise,

Hou. F, E. S. Willmott: Why not wipe out
the wine shops if that argument holds grood.

Hon, A, H. PAN'TON: I will support the
hon, member in gny effort, not only to wipe
out the hotels and wine licemses, but the
manufacture of liquor altegsther. As to the
A.NLA. license

Hon. C. ¥, Baxter: Are you a member?

Hon. A. H. PANTON: Ever since I was
16 years of age, I have been 2 member of
the asspeiation but not of the club, and that
is nearly as old as the hon. member. They
have been granted a livense pending the com-
pletion of their premises They would not
have put up such a Luilding if they had not
been able to get the license,

The CHAIEMAN: Order! The hon. mem-
her cannot disenss that matter at this stage.

Hon, A, H. PANTON : I shall vote against
AMr. Baglin's amendment.

Hon. T, MOORE: The Bil! means a lot
mote than wo anticipated. Not only does it
scek to prevent persons opening up premises
as clubs, but it goes mueh further than the
liquor poll, inasmuch as it provides that we
shall not permit further licenses to be graated.
If that is the intention hon, members should
wake up to the faet. Tt shoulkl be remem-
hered that the guestion of clulr licenses has
never been before the people, who voted on
the guestion of hotel licenses only. There is #
great difference between drinking in hotels
and in ¢lubs. It may be that mombers who
voted at the recent liquor poll, had
in mind the starting of clubs in distriets where
the hotels were being carried on. Tbere are
many ways of ecarrving on the liquor traffic,
and elnbs are not the worst form. ¥ am aorry
the Bill is to be rushed through this evening.

Hon. A. Lovekin: Tt is only a small mea-
sure,

Hon. T. MOORE: The Minister took the
trouble to point mut that fact. T am not in
favour of Mr. Baglin’s amendment nor am |
in favour of that indieated by Mr. Duffell.
because it singles ont one section.

Hon. F. A. BAGLIN: I cannot agrec with
the Leader of the House or Mr. Panton that
we are aftempting to make inarticalate tho
decision of the people as indieated at the
liquor poll. They were never asked to vote
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reganding the c¢lub licenses in their distriet.
We should not allow premises which the peo-
ple decided should be closed as hotels, to be
opened as eluba. .

Amendment put and negatived.

Hon. 5. DUFFELL: I move an amend-
ment—
That the words ‘‘or to club registrations
alreadv promised by a Licensing Bench’’
be added to the proviso.

Hon. T. MOORE: T protest against the
amendment, because it will bind the country
down too strictly, Tt will have a far reaching
effeet respeeting ywhich members may be
gorry in the future.

Hon. J. CORNELL:
on the amendment—

That the words ** promised by be strock
out and “ already applied for t6* be inserted
in lieu.

Hon. A. H. PANTON: We should not by

I move an amendment

legislation make it mandatory for the licensing .

bench to grant certificates to everybody who
haa an application in at the time this Bill
becomes an Act.

Hon. J. Cornell: 1 want to provide that any
club license thet has been applied for may
be congidered by the licensing court,

Hon. A. H. PANTON: It does not say so.

Hon. J. Cornell: That is the logical inference.

Hon. A. H PANTON: I want to give the
hench the power to say yes or no to an applica-
tion.

Hon. J. DUFFELY.: My amendment is as
narrow as I cun make ib, and it is wide envugh
too. Where a Enomise has been made, that
promise should be fulfilled, and where it has
not been made, there are reasons for the license
not being granted.

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT: I object to the
clause altogether, as well as the amendment.
Some time ago the Lands Department had under
the Lands Aet, thrown ugpon it practically
the work of the licensing bench. A Royal
Commiesion was appointed to go into the whole
maktor snd I had to give evidence, and the judge
said that it was most improper that the Minigter
for Lande or any other person should interfere
in any shape or form with the functions of the
licensing bench. I was Honorary Minister for
Lands at that time, and I replied that I was
in accord with the remarks, That is on record.
It would be inadvisable to allow this to go on
the stetute book at all because more injustice
may be done by the passing of this measure
than any possible injustice to a certain number
of people, who by their votes have expressed
their opinion that there should be a reduction
of licenses in their particular locslity. To
protect those people it is proposed that the
privileges and rights of the rest of the State
shall be taken from them.

Amendment on amendment put and a division
taken with the following result :—
Ayes
Noes . -

Majority against ...
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AYES.
Hoa. R. G. Ardagh Hon. J. Cubpningbam
Hon, F. A. Baglin Hon. T. Moore
Hovo. J. Corpell {Teller.)
NOES.
Hon. C. F. Baxter Hon. E. Rese
Hen. H. P. Colebatch Hon. A, Sanderson
Hon. J. Duffel] Hon, A. J. H. Saw
Hon, V. Hamersley Hon. H. Stewart
Hon. E. H, Harrls Hon. Sir E. H. Wittenonm
Hon, A. Lovekin Hon, F, B, 8, Willmott
Hon. A. H. Panton (Teller.)

Amendment on amendment thus negatived.

Amendment put and passed ; the Clause, ag
amended, agreed to.
Clause 3—agreed to.

New clause :
Hon., J. CORNELL: I move:—

That the following new clause be added to
stand as Clause 4, ' The provisions of this
Act shall not apply to the Goldfields digfricts
or the North-West districts as defined by the
Sale of Liquor Regulation Act, 1915.”

I do not think hon. members can object to that,
These districta have been given special con-
gideration in the past.

The Minister for Education: They ¢come under
the local option poll just the same.

Hon. T. MOORE: This ia a special Bill and
it is for a special purpose and, therefore, should
not be confined to the metropolitan area. It is
unfair if we are to have the goldfielda district
and thce North-West singled out. There arc
other places just as important as the goldfields
end the North-Western parts of the State,
snd there are many rising townships in which
no licenses have yet been granted. I would
ask Mr, Cornell to restrict his amendment so
that the measure will apply only to these portions
of the State where reduction has been carried.

Hon. J. CORNELL: The difficulty could be over-
come by moving the insertion in the new clause,
after the worda ‘' goldfields district” of such
words as * agricultural districts’’ ; or we could
restrich the operation of the Bill to the metro-
politan-suburban distriet,

Hon. A. H. PANTON : Mr. Moore's principal
argument was that rising country towns should
have the opportunity of obtaining a license.
But latterly towns have not been springing up in
thiz State like mushrooms, This measure will be
auperseded by a Licensing Act Amendment
Bill to be introduced next session.

Hon. J. Cornell: How do you know that Bill
will pass ?

Bon. A. H. PANTON: How do I know I
shall be here ¢ If Mr. Moore's amendment is
to be carried, let us adjourn the discussion in
order to ascertain in which diatricts rednction
was carried. I do mnot feel disposed to support
Mr. Moore's amendment unless I am gatisfied
that it includes no district which has carried
reduction.

Boa. J. CORNELL : Mr. Panton has the broad
outlook of Matherites. Iam consistentin asking
hon. members to exempt certain portions of the
State.
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New e¢lause put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes 9
Noes 7
Majority for 2
AYES.
Hon. R, G. Ardagh Hon, A. Lovekin
Hon. F. A, Baglin i Hon. T. Moore
Hon. J. Cornell | Hou. A. H. Panton
Hon. J. Cunningham | Hon, C. F. Baxter
Hon. E. H. Harrls | (Teller)
NoEs,
Hon. H. P. Colebatch Hou. F. E. 8, Willmott
Hon. E. Rose Hon, Sir E. H. Wittenoom
Hon, A. Sanderson Hon. J. Duffell
Hon. A. J. H. Saw {Teller.)
New clauso thus passed.
Title—agreed to.

Bijl reported with emendments, and the report
adopted.

Read a third time and returmed to the As-
sembly with amendments.

BILL—LOAN.
Second Reading.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon.
H. P. Colebatch—East) [9-15]: in moving
the socond reading said: This Loan Bill is
the necessary corollary to the passing of the
Losn Estimates. The position is that on the
30th June lagt the Government had awailable
for maising on General Loan Account & sum of
£4,013,072. A loan for three million pounds
hag since beea issued in London, but that amount
inoluded a million which was purely for redomp-
tion. Thus the aunthorisation ie decreased to
two millions on that account. For seldier
settlement £677,800 has been advanced by the
Commonwealth, and that sum has to be deducted
from the two millions, leaving approximately
£1,323,000 now available to be raised. The
present Loan Bill contemplates the raising of
two millions. Parliamentary authority ia re-
quired for the purpose of covering expenditure
under the Loan Estimates ; that is, in cases
where the previous authority has been exhausted,
or where any new principle has been introduced.
It is usual to provide in a Loan Bill for the re-
quirements of the current financial year, and
the first six months or nine months of the suc-
ceeding financial year. To show the mecessity
for this Loan Bill, I will quote two or three
striking cases. For instance, we have existing
authorisation for additions and improvements
to opened railways, smounting to £117,376. More
than that is required. In accordance with the
Loan Estimates which have been passed, a sum
of £120,000 is needed. On this Loan Bill £50,000
in provided for that purpose, so that there will
be a balance remaining on that vote of £38,376.
The position is similar a8 regards the Wyal-
catchem-Mt. Marshall railway; an authorisa-
tion of £55,000 is existing, and another £25,000
will be needed to complete the line. For the

[COUNCIL.]

electric power atation, there is an existing pro-
vision of £131,000, and £175,000 i8 required,
and further provision is mede on this Loan Bill
for that purpose. The most striking instance
however, is probably that of the Agricultural
Bank. At the pregent time, on the existing
loan authorisation, there is an amount of £107,000
for the Agricultural Bank. A sum of £600,000 is
required under the Loan Estimates passed by
Parliament. Of the sum inoluded in the Bill,
£600,000 is for the purposes of the Agriculbural
Bank. Thus there will be a surplus of £170,000.
For land resumption, as 1 have already said,
no sum is provided et the present time but the
Losn Estimates provide for £230,000 and this
Loan Bill, £250,000, which will leave a surplus
of £20,000. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second tima,

Hon. A. SANDERSON (Metropolitan-Sub-
utban) [9-19]: This should be the opportunity
to make an examination of our loan authorisa-
tions, the position of the loan account and the

. loan market at the present juncture. It is

obviously impossible to do so with any profit,
partly hecanse half the memhers are absent.
We have not yet finished our work, moat of us
are somewhat exhausted, and to appreciate
to the full any examination of our financial
position, would require freshness and close
attention. I have one or two notes in a file
which I keep on the loan question which may
ngl[;ea.l to hon. members, and if they get beyond
this Chamber, they may act as a waming that
the position of our loan account should be con-
sidered with the greatest concern. By this Bill,
we are asked to add two million pounds to our
loan account. In order to make the position
a8 graphic as possible, we should consider the
question of the eapital account and the income
account ; that is to say, however foolish anyone
may be regarding the annual income and annual
expenditure account, he should not be led into
serious difficulty owing to his foolish handling
of the capital account. There are two reasons
for this: we are dealing firstly with a much
larger figure and, secondly, with an income
acconnt with regard to which there is some
check on the annual revenue. Once we pass
this Bill, for all practical purposes it disappears
from our view and control, The pnncipal
matter in connection with this loan, is not the
actual amount of two million pounds but the
fact that we are going to pay something over
6 per cent. for the money. I realise that if we
look at the official statements, and listen to
the Ministerial representatives, we might gain
the impresgion thet 4, 5, or §} per cent. would
be about the average rate of interest. In order
to emphasise that peint, I make the statement
which cannot be contradicted by anyone who
is acquainted with the money market outside
Australia—ingide Australia it is like the Prices
Regulation Act, for by an extraordinary pro-
cedure we are limiting the interest on money
borrowed from the Federal Govemment ; it is
all paper money and for some purposes can be
ignored—that it is the outside borrowing that is
of supreme importance. I say, without fear
of contradiction, that the least at which we
shall be able to borrow money outside Australia
is 6 per cent. 1t will be a little more, but to
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say © per cent. will be on the safe side. Un.
questionably, Victorin stands in the soundest
position, and recently that State floated a loan.
The nominal figure was 6 per cent., although
it really amounted to o little more because of
discount, exchanges, allowances, and so forth.
New South Wales raised a loan at 6§ per cent.,
both this and the Victorian loan being flosted
in London. As to the Queensland Ioan, it is
difficult to follow the position owing to the
Americen exchange, but it runs out at about
7 per cent. Coming to our own affairs, we
have to recognize that every penny borrowed
will cost us 6 per cent. That is exactly double
what we paid in 1896, In that year, we borrowed
money on the London market, I think Sir
Edwerd Wittenoom was in London or was a
member of the Cabinet at that time. The loan
on that occasion was the greatest success we
have yet achieved. 'We secured a million pounds
at 3 per cent. and received a slight premium ;
* that i8 to say, instead of £100, we got £100 2a, 3d,
Thet was the highest point we reached. Will
the loan under this Bill reach the lowest point ?
I question whether it will It was deemed
advisable by Mr. Watt, when Treasurer two or
three years ago, to sound a warning that 1922
and 1924 would be the two years of the greatest
danger so far as Australian loans in London were
concerned. 1 am quoting from Mr. Wait's
statement, which he made in the Federal Par-
liament, so it may be taken as more or less re-
liable. He informed the House thet in London
in 1922, 23 millions of money would have to be
raised by Awvstralia, and in 1924, 31 million
pounds. That ia to say, over 50 million pounds
will have to be paid in London within the next
two years. What ate we going to pay for this
money we are authorising ? It will be quite
7 per cent. What are wa going to invest that
money in * T ask hon, members, most of whom
are more or less acquainted with the financial
position, what we ean invest this money in so
as to secure a return of 7 per cent. It will take
some doing and skilled management., Have we
got that ekilled management under present
conditions ? Without further comment, Mr.
President, although & great deal more could be
said on the subject, I leave it with that note of
warning. I can see great difficulties in con-
nection with this matter. If London is to be
asked for this money—and I take it London will
be asked for it—I suggest to the Leader of the
House and his colleagues, both for the sake of
Western Australia and for the sake of the people
lending the money, that every effort should be
made to get Sir James Mitchell to proceed to
London. These visits to Melbourne, so far as
1 can see, are of very little value to Weatem
Australia. The Premier could send his mest
junior member to these conferences, in order that
he may gain some experience in diplomacy and
deportment. To send the Premier to London, is
of supreme importance, The people there are
entitled to see the man and the type of man he
is who has 50 millions of their trust funds to
administer. I believe that with his knowledge
and personality, his honesty and experience,
Sir James Mitchell would make a very good im-
pression in London, MHis experience there might
be of assistance to him and perhaps serve as a
warning regarding his administration. The policy
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of settling in this country is right and this money
is to be used for that purpose. Well and good,
I think the people in London have almost the
right to demand that Sir James Mitchell shall
go to London so that they may see him. We
shall then get the two millions of money.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Hon. J, EWING in the chair; the Ministe,
for Education in charge of the Bill,

Clavsges 1 to 6—agreed to.
TFirst Schedule:

Hon. A. H. PANTOX: A sum of £50,000 is
provided for Fremantle harbour works. This
is a very small amount in view of the faet
that the big traffic bridge is getting danger-
ous. For water supplies for towns generally,
£25,000 is provided and for water supplics in
agricultural districts including drainage and
irrigation, £50,000. What do the Government
intend to do regarding the water supply for
Perth and Fremantle? It would be difficult
to imagine a worse state of affairs than that
which exists at Fremantle. During the sum-
mer time it is difficult to get any water at all
in the middle of the day at South FPremantle.
The women folk have to fill utensils at night
in order to have sufficient for the needs of
the following day. The water, too, is of bad
colour and always hot. Perth and Fremantle
are growing, and we should have some state-
ment as to what is proposed.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
For the Fremantle harbour there is existing
provizion for £27,339 to which will be added
this £50,000, making a total of over £77,000.
For water supply for towns, there is provision
under previous Loan Bills of £108,000 whieh,
with the £25,000, givea a total of £133,000.
The hon. member cannot reasonmably expect
me to say what it is intended to do at Fre-
mantle, but it is eonsidered that the amount
available will be sufficient to meet expendi-
ture during the period covered by this Bill

Schedule put and passed.

Sccond and Third Schedules, Preamble and
Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Read a third time ani passed.

BILL—TRAFFIC ACT AMEND-
MENT,

In Committee.

Hon. J. Ewing in the Chair; the Minister
for Edueation in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1—agreed to.
Clause 2—Amendment of Seebion 13:

Hon. A. SANDERSON: This is the most
important clause of the Bill. Members have
the report of the select committec before
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them. If they are satisfied with it, they will
strike out this clause. The select committee
had no dificulty in arriving at this conclusion.
An the Minister for Works said it was the
intention to introduce a main roads Bill next
sexsion, and as the question of the cost and
maintenanee of the Perth-Fremantte-rond is
an cxtremely intricate and vexed one, we
had no hesitation in coming to this conclusion.
If members agree with vs, the whole question
of the Perth-Fremantle road can be discussed
when the main ronds Bill is before us, The
interesta of the Perth City Council in this
matter are considerable, and it is regrettable
that some heat has been engendered between
the Works Department and the Perth City
Council. One might almost say that a per-
sonal antagonism, yuite nnnocessary and mis-
taken, exists between these two great bodies.
To accurately, justly, and fairly allocate the
different burdens, responsibilities, ligbilities
and distribntion where public money is in-
volved must necessarily evoke keen discus-
gion. If this were the time or place, I would
be in 8 position, fortified by the file, to
trace the whole story from the time when the
Government spent £27,000 on the recomstruc-
tion of the Perth-Fremantle-road. If mem-
bers wish to grasp the problem of this road,
they must go back at least to that time, If
the Committee agrce that this clause should
he struck out the effect will be to stand the
matter over for five or six montha.

Hon. A. Lovekin: What will happen to
the road in the meantime? Tt is already going
to pieces.

Hon. A, SANDERSON: The Perth Coun-
eil has indicated that it will do something
in the matter of attending to the Perth-Fre-
mantle-road from William-strect onwards. The
amount in <ispute is only £700. Both the
Mayor and the Minister for Works gave evi-
dence before the committee.

Hon, Sir Edward Wittenoom: Did you find
justifieation for your recommendation?

Hon. A. SANDERSON: VYes

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATIONXN :
With the other reecommendationg of the com-
mittee I cordially agree, but T cannot follow
the reasons set ont for the recommendation
in this case., The one weak point I ses is
that while the committee say that the prob-
lem of the Perth-Fremantle-road shounld be
dealt with next session under & main roads
Bill, the road cannot wait uniil next session.
During the last five and a half yeara some
£12,000 has been spent in repairing the road.
Tt is in sueh a condition now that unless it is
repaired at once an enormous sum of money
may be required to put it into order. Tt is
considered that between £1000 and £5000
spent now woult pnt it into perfeet order. The
proner enurse from which to get this money
is fhe traffic fees. Pending the introduetion of
#& main roads Bill T do not see why we should
not ohtain from the traffic fees the money
required to prevent the road from going to
rark and rain.

Hon. A. RANDERSON .
important clause in the Bill

This is the most

[COTUNCIL.]

The Minister for Eduecation: I would
agree to the recommendation, but for the fear
that the road will faH into ruin.

Hon. A, SANDERSOXN: The interest in this
question is intense. The Minister for Works
tiavels over the Perth-Fremantle road every
day and has a personal interest in it, but the
Perth-Guildford road is also entitled to con-
gideration. If the Minister is given power to
take from the £13,000 raised by way of li-
cense fees, £5,000 to put the road in order in
his own way he will dislocate the finances of
these local bodies, and antagonise them.

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom: How is it
proposed to keep the road in order in the
meantime?

Hon. A. SANDERSON: The mopey will
have to be advanced. The Bill seeks to give
the Minister power to take from the money
collected whatever he thinks fit to keep the
Perth-Fremantle road in order, whereas it
certain portions of the money raieed werd
alloeated to the different bodies affected, they
wounld be able to do something with the road.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: I want to hear
stronger arguments before I will support the
recommendations of the committee. A main
roads Bill ecannot be put through Parliament
for another 12 months, and one ean imagine
what the state of the road will be like by that
time. T£ £5,000 is spent within the next three
months it will save the expenditure of at
least £20,000 at the end of the year, The
license fees are collected from those who use
the road.

Thr Minister for Education: The money
should. come from the people who use the
road.

Hon, C. F, BAXTER: They are the people
who pay the license fees,

Hon. A. H. PANTON: I regret that I am
vnable to apree with the recommendations of
the select committee. This road extends from
Perth to the North-Fremantle bridge, and a
large number of loeal authorities are in-
terested in it. We are to have a main roads
Bill next session.

The Minister for Edneation: T do mnot
think that is quite eorrect. The Minister for
Works hopes to be able to bring it down.

Hon. A. H. PANTON: Tn view of that,
a nnmber of the local authorities will he
inclined to neglect their regpeetive portions of
the road, and ro if Clause 2 be struck out
the road will get into a hepeless state of dis-
repair, or at all events certain seetions of it
will. In view of the existing high railway
freights, the heavy traffic on the Perth-Fre.
mantle road is rapidly increising, with in-
evitable results to the road. Most of the
heavy Inrries using the road belong to Perth,
and so it would he unfair to ask the Clotterloe
Beach and the North-Fremantle loeal author-
itien to be responsible for the maintenance of
so mueh of the road as runs throngh their
respeetive distriets,

Hon, A. LOVERIN: Before T can support
the recommendation of the select committee T
require to bear mere about it. Whenever the
Perth-Fremantle road gets into disrepair the
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King’s Park Road has to carry the heavy
traffic which ought to be on the main road,
and in consequence the King's Park
Board has to close the Park against vehicular
traffic during certain hours, amd in addition
has to incur heavy expendituue in repairing
the park road. The Perth-Fremantle road is
again getting into disrepair, and presently
the King's Park Board will be in trouble once
more. Therefore, I cannot vote against the
clause and se deay the Minister the power to
get money for the maintenance of the Perth-
Fremantle road. That road cannot wait for
the promised main rosds Bill.

Hon, J. CORNELL: I went on the select com-
mittee against my will, but with a perfeetly
open mind and I quickly discovercd that my
previously entertained views were all wrony.
The whole erux of the Rill is in this Clause 2.
I do not care what legislation may be passed,
we must take this into eonsideration, whether
or not the Bill we are considering is going to
validate something that has been done. The
Minister for Education shakes his head, The
evidenee will reveal that on the fivst day the
Minister for Works appearced before the seleet
commiittee this assurance was asked for: Was
it intended that the Bill should be retrospec-
tive and if the Bill passed, would it allow the
Minister for Works to charge the Perth City
Council or any other loeal body ou the original
cost of the Perth-Fremantle road! The Min-
ister said **No.”’ The opinion given by the
Mayor of Perth was that If the clavse passed
it would permit the Minister to deduct from
the allocations from the local governing bodly
not only proportions for the maintenance ot
the Perth-Fremantle-road, but also deduct an
amoint for the original construction. The Min-
ister said he did not intend that the Act
should be retrospective beyond the Jst Jan-
uary, 1920, The Perth City (Council wonld
be apt to test the Minister's powers in the
law courts. Instead of forving through a
fundamentally wrong amendment of the Traf-
fie Act, let us adopt the snggestion of the
select committee. After all, the difficulty is
only a small one, and c¢ould be overcome by
coneiliation. 1 understand that the ather loeal
authorities have mnot objected to the dedue-
tions made by the Minister for Works, though,
as the law stands, the Miniater has no power
to deduet. Further, under the Municipal Cor-
porations Act a municipality eannot expend
moncy outside ity boundaries, The elause is
unnhecessary.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
Even if a comprehensive main roads Bill were
passed, it wonld not alter the principle at all.
The principle which Mr, Cornell has de-
nounced as vicions and immoral is absolutely
right—that the people who use the road
should pay for its maintenance. The hon. mem-
ber talks about injustice, but my reading of
the clauge fails to show me how it can act
retrogpeetively. I am perfectly willing to in-
sort in the clause words which will make it
absolutely clear that the provision is not to
operate retrospeetively. We need not bother
our heads about past disputes between the
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Minister for Works and the Perth City Coun-
¢il. The road eannot be allowed to go to ruin,
and the £5,000 required should be deducted
from the subsidy, in which case Perth will
contribute only its fair share. This clause
seeks to assure the future of the road.

Heon, A, SANDERSON: As to a main
roads Bill, the circemstances ave that somwe
week or two ago the Minigter for Works said
in another place that he intended to bring in
suell # Bl next session, \When the Minister
was hefore the scleet eominittee, I questioned
im on that peint; and his answer was that
e intended and hoped to bring iu such a Bilt
next session. Mr, George went on to say, ¢ 1t
is necessary and urgent,’’ That statement ot
the Minister is n most important one. As re-
gards the retrospective business, I am entirely
with the Teader of the House, Now, what
is to he done in the meantime and who is to
find the £3,000 required? I, personally know-
ing the ciremmstanees, would do a good denl
and savrifiee something in order to compel the
CGiovernment to deal with the main ronds
question properly at the heginning of next
session, even if the Perth-Fremantle-rond was
permitted during the next few months to got
into disrepair.  That is putting the matter
in an extreme form. But the expenditure of
£5,000, or even of £10,000, would not place
on a proper hasis either the Terth-Fremantic-
rond, or other important reoads in the metro-
politan arca. The roads in King’s Park do
not represent the only important question
here involved.  The Minister's prineiple is
that people who nse a road should pay for
that road. The guestion of main reads has
heen diseunssed by authorities in many parts of
the world. The theory of the experts and
of the governing hodies js that the central
Government shonld contribute towards the up-
keep of the main roadls. T have n suspicion
that the passing of this elause will tend to
prevent the bringing in of a main roads Bill
carly next session, thongh that is an urgent
matter, as admitted by the Minister for
Works, The Perth-Fremantle-rond is pos-
sibly the mest important road in the coun-
try; but there iz a Perth-Fremantle-road on
the south side of the river——

Hon. A. Lovckin: Which has fallen to
picees.

ITon, A. BANDERBON: T will show whv.
There is a Perth-Guildford-road on the north
side of the river, and a Perth-Guildford-roml
on the seuth side of the river. As regards the
latter road, the Belment-road, the ratenavers
borrowed £6,000 fo pat it in order and keep
it in order. The cvidence the select committer
had from the chairman of that board did not
agree with the apinjion and the cvidenee of
the Minister for Works, The select committer
were brought up short, not having the neees-
sary time to aseertain who was right. In the
case of the Perth-Guildford-Belmout-road, the
entirc burden has heen shouldered by the
loral people, who are getting into serious
difficulties, The total amount of all the Fees
collectod is onlv £15,000. The cost of collee-
tion was stated by the Minister as £2,000,
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which seems very considerable indeed, thongh
I. do not say the vost is illegitimate in any
way. However, deducting the cost of collec-
tion leavcs only €13,000 to be distributed
amengst the different bodies at the abso-
lute diseretion of the Mimister for Works.
Hon, members should have a copy of the
statement izsued by the Public Works De-
partment. Tt shows the proposed allovation
of licensing fees between the loeal authori-
ties within the metropolitan area. Tt is cer-
tain that we cannot distribute more than
can be colleeted, and, dedueting the cost of
collevtion, €13,000 has been available, All
the loeal authorities have put forward good
claims for inereased allocationms. Regarding
the Perth-Fremantle road, there has been
some heat and personal fecling dragged into
the matter as between the Perth City Coun-
¢il and the Minister for Works, Alr. Love-
kin made a suggestion that an amount of
£5,000 should he alloeated for the Perth-
Fremantle road. My own impression is that
mere patech work wonld be done if that were
the amount alloeated for the upkeep of the
Perth-Fremantle road.

The Minister for Edueation:
the work were done now.

Hon. A. Lovekin: On the principle of a
stiteh in time,

Hon. A. SANDERSON: To put the
Perth-Fremantle-road in order, we must have
heavy capital expenditure so that the road
can carry the heavy trafie, Tt will require
a great deal more than the £27,000 spent
last time, and then there will be a consider-
able amount for upkeep.

The Minister for Education: But the
£5,000 would be available every year.

Hon, A. BANDERSON: Out of the
£15,0007 If that is the position, hen. mem-
hers should pause and comsider that difficult
phase.

Hon. A. Lovekin: That is where the
traffic is and that is where the people should
pay.

Hon. A, SANDERSON: It has to be re-
membered, however, that if we put the road
on the sonth side of the river in first elass
order, we shall divert the traffic in that
direction. Thia question of good roads
shonld reeeive serious attention, Experts all
over the world are only too ready and an-
xious to lend every assistance in furthering
the main road question, but to properly deal
with the matter here, we must have a main
roads Bill. To pass the Bill in a hurry
without permitting the full facts to sink in,
seems to be a mistake. TIn order to compel
the Government and ourselves to come to
¢clnse quarters regarding the Perth-Fremantle
road, we should strike out the clause. The
effect will be to concentrate public attention
on this matter and aronse such interest as
will anecessitate the Minister bringing for-
ward a main roads Rill as an urgent mea-
sure. 1 sugpest that if the Minister agrees
to a compromise, he will allow the clause to
go and we can pass the rest of the Bill with-
out a division.

No, not if

[COUNCIL.]

Hon, A. M. PAXTOX: There were two
partivilar points in the speeches made by
My, Cornell and Mr. Sanderson, who con-
teuded that if we pass the clause as it stands
it nill give the Minister for Works power to
declare any road a main road and deduet
sullivient to put the thoroughfare in a state
of guod repair. The clause only gives the
Minister power to ideduct sufficient money
to keep the Perth-Fremantle road bhetween
Ferdinand-street and the North Fremantle
bridue in repair.  There is the limitation,
s0 that there is not much in that point. I
agree, however, that it is inadvisable to pass
retrospective legislation. When the Traffic
Aet was passed, it was the intention of Par-
linment that the Minister for Works should
have eertain powers. It has been ‘suggested
that the City Council has driven a couch and
four through the Aet, and that we must
amend the Act in the direction proposed for
that reason. It must be borne in mind that
although thev arc receiving less for traffie
fees, the effeet of the passing of the Traffie
Act has proved beneficial in the regulation
of traffic.

Hon. J. Carnell:
the left?

Hon. A, H. PANTON:
ring to that aspect.

Hon. .J. Cornell:
toe do it.

Hon. A. Sanderson: In any case, that part
of the work is done by the police under the
provigions of the Traffie Act.

Hon. A. H. PANTON: More fees have been
colleeted since the Act was passed than was
the case formerly, and the position which was
created formerly, is not so apparent now. In
the earlier days the smaller boards were al-
wivs approaching the Minister for inereased
subsidies for carrying out their various
works. T am concerned as to what will happen
to the road pending the introdvetion of a
main roads Bill. Tf such a Bill is introduced
the same arguments as have been advanced
to-night will be again raised. 1 eananot agre?
with the seleet eommittee on this clause.

Hon. J. GORNELV: Before the Minister
makes the distribution he will deelare the
Perth-Fremantle-road a Government road
under Section 86 of the Public Works Act,
1902, He will use the power conferred under
that section.

The Minister for Edueation; Under that
section he can repair the road without declar-
ing it a Government road, :

Hen. J. CORNELL: Buat ne cannot make
anv «deduetion from this monay.

The Minister for Education: He can.

Hon. A. H, Panton: We give him the power
undler this clanse and confine him to the
Perth-Fremantle-road from TFerdinand-street
ta the North Fremantle bridzoe,

Hon. J, CORNELL: If the Minister does
tl:at, there will be further litigation with the
Pevth City (‘ounavil,

Hon. A. J. H. 8AW: T support the Bill, be-
cause T am asked by the municipal authorities
in my constitnency to do so. Bnt for them, I

What about keeping to
I was not refer-

A man must be drunk
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wonld join with my colleague in voting against
the clause, because T consider the principle of
the clause is wrong, 1 o not agree with the
Minister's statement that it is the duty of
those who use the road to mnintain the roml,
It iz not their duty exclusively. The peeple to
whom the grocer delivers pomds are as mueh
intercsted in the roads as the groeer himself.
The obligation of maintaining the roads should
bhe an the whele of the people in that purti-
eular avea. There is undouhfedly a duty cast
on the Government to give a grant in aid of
the maintenanee of main roids. T hope that
within the mear future some comprehensive
schome will be brought dewn to deat with this
matter. When we passed the original measure
there was no intention of giving the Minister
for Works, who I might call the colossus of
roads, the right to grah any of this money.

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM: Thia
niatter has been under discussion for over an
hour and there seems to be no hope of reach-
ing an agreement. [ suggest that progresa
be reported.

The Minister for Edueation:
mittee divide on it.

Clanse put and a Qdivision taken with the
following result:—

Let the Com-

Ayes .. .. L.o12
Noes . 4
Majority for . .. 8
' AYES,
Hon. R. G. Ardagh [ Hon. E. Rose
Hon. H. P. Colebatch | Hen. A. J, H. Saw
Hon. J. Duffell ! Hon. F. E. §. Willmntt
Hon. E. H. Harris Hon. SirE. H. Wittenonm
Hon, A. Levekln Hon, A. H. Panton
Hon. C. McKenzie (Teller.)
ion. G, W. Miles
NOES.
Hon. J. Cornell i Tlon. V., Tlamersley
Hon. J, Cunoingham (Teller.)
Hon. A, S8anderson ¢

(lanse thus passed,

Clawse 3—Amendment of Sectioms 26, 27,
and 29:

Ton. A, SANDERSON:  This elanse
places  vehicles, whether wmotor or horse
driven, in the same eategory with regard to
people who may be in charge of themr in an
intoxieated comdition.

Clanse pat and passed.
Clange 4—Amendment of Section 41:

Ton. A. SANDERSON: TRoads are under
the jorisdistion of the poliee in respect of
the eontrol of traffie, bnt footpaths are not.
Thia elause sceks to repair that omission,
To remedy what may be ealled a clerieal
ertor T move an amendment—

That the word “‘fiftk?’ be struck ont
and ‘'sixth?’ be inserted in lieu.

Amendment put and passed.
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Hon, J. CORNELL:

ment—

That parusgraphs
struck ont.

T move an amend-

(b)Y and {(d) be

Amendment put and passed.

Ton. J. CORNELL: The point of ia-
terest in regard to paragraphs (e} and (£)
is not as to the system but the eash amount
of the fee. The select committee did oot
make any recommendittion  here,  We are
antisficd.

Hon, A, Sanderson:
satisfied.

Clause as amended agreed to.

Clause 5—agread to,

Title—agreed to.

Rill reported with amendments.

Anid the Minister is

As to rcecommittal.
Hon. ). CORNELL: [ move—

That the Bill he peeommitted for the
purpese of further considering Clause 2.

Ouestion put and a division taken with the
following result:—

Ayes 7
Noeg 10
Majority against 3
AYES,
Hon., F. A. Baglin Hon, A. Lovekin
Hon. H. P. Colebatch Hon. A. Sanderson
tion, J. Cornell Hon. A. H. Panton
tlon. J. Ewing {Teller.)
Nogs,
Hon, C. F. Baxter Hon. A, J. H. Saw
Hon. J. Duffell Hon. F. E. 8. WillmotlL
Hon. V. Hamersley Hon, 8ir E. H. Wittengom
Hon., BE. H. Harrlr Hon. E. Rose
Hon. G. McKenrie (Peller.)
Hon. G. W. Miles

Question thns negatived,
Report of Committee adopted.

Third Reading.

The MINTSTER FOR EDUCATTON (Hon,
H. P. Colebatch—Esst) [11.23}: T move—

That the Bill be now real a third time.

Hon, J, CORNELL (South) [11.26]: The
extraordinary circumstances surrounding the
position warrant me in gaying a few words.
There was grave doubt in fhe mirds of wit-
nesses who appeared before the seleet com-
wmittee as to whether the Aet conld be made
retrospective. The Loeader of the House said
if there was any doubt in that regard he
would be prepared to amend the Bill. My
ohjeet in asking for a recommittal was to
mive members an opportunity to insert some
words whieh would make it quitc clear that
the Aet would not he retrospective. Perhaps
the Minister will give an assurance that it
will not he retrospective in its effect,



70

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (lTan,
It. P. Colebateh- -East—in replyd [11.28]:
From the wording of the c¢lanse it caunot he
made retrospeetive, amd [ assure the hon.
member (here is no infeation of (doing so.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a third time and retorned o the
Assembly with amendments,

BILL--LICENSING ACT AMENDMENT,
Assembly 's MMessage.
Mesgage received from the Assenbly notify-
ing that it had agreed to the amendinents
made by the Couneil.

BILL—AGRICULTURAL LANDS PTR-
("HASE ACT AMENDMENT.

Sccond Reading.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon.
H. P. (‘olebateh—Fast) [11.30] in moving the
seeond  reading  said:  The  Agrienlturnl
Lands Purchare Aet was in 19190 amended
so as to provide for the sale under it
of land to soldiers. The chief feature of
the amendment was that interest on the sale
price might be eapitalised during the first
vear of the lease. In eonncetion with soldier
settlement under the measure there has been
an expenditure to date of £562,000, while
under the head of private settlement the ex-
penditure so far totals £421,000, or an aggre-
gate of £983,000. As the capital pro-
vided under the Agricultural Lands Purehase
Act was only £600,000, the land representing
the difference between this amount and the
£983,000 has been acquired under the Land
Act. However, it i3 thought desirable that
there should be an adjustment, making the
matter uniform, and to that end the capital
which may he expended under the Agrienl-
tural Lands Purchase Act is increased, by
Clause 2 of the Bill, to £1,200,000. Clanse 3
gives authority for the requisile adjustment
of aceonnts. T move—

That the Bill be now read & second time,
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

Tn Committee, ete.
Bill passed throngh Committee without de-
hate, reported without amen-lment, and the re-
port adopted.

Reud a third time nnd passed.

BILL—LAND AND INCOME TATX AB.
SESSMENT AMENDMENT.

Agsembly’s Message.

Mesuage from the Assembly notifying that
it had agreed to Nos. 1 (a), 2, 45, and G of
the amendments mide by the Council, had
disagreed with Nos. 1, 4 and 7, and had
agreed to No. 3 suhject to modifications, in
which modifications the Assembly desired the
concurrence of the Couneil, now considered.

[COUNCTL.)

In Committee.

Hon. J. Ewing in the Chair; the Minia-
ter for Education in charge of the BilL

No. 1, Clause 3, strike ont thig clause:

The MINTSTER TOR EDUCATION -
This is not n matter of sperial importance, 1
ngve—

That the amendment be not insisted on.

Hon. A. Lovekin: It is not very import-
ant,

Question put and passel; the Couneil s
amendment uot insisted on,

No. 4—Clause 10, Bubelause 1, strike out
“two’’ in line 4, and insert *‘three.'’

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATIUN :
[ do not think we ought to disagree with the
Assembly ’s modification, and T move—

That the modifieation he agreed to,

Mon. A. Tovekin: Does this refer to the
clause empowering the Commissioner to ex-
tend the time for the return of the overpaid
tax?

The MININTFR FPOR EDUCATION:
No; it refers to another matter.

Hon. A Loovekin: Does it refer to the
alteration in the averaging clauwse from five
years to three yvars?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
Yes. We may well agree to this modification.

Hon. A. LOVEKIX: 1 thought the amend-
ment referred to the other alteration of three
years. I was told outside the Chamber that
our alteration to three years was not agreed
to by another place.

Question put and passed. '

No. 3.—Clause 7, strike out this clanse and
insert a new clause (full text on pages 2978-
9). Assembly’s modifications:—1, paragraph
(a) of subsection 2 of the proposed new sec-
tion, subatitute the word ‘‘three’’ for ‘‘five’’
in line 2. 2, subsection (4}, strike out the
proviso. 3, Paragraph (d2) of subsection (5),
insert after ““in'’ and before the word *‘pro-
duoeing’' the word ‘‘earning.’’

The MINISTER TOR TDUCATION :
The Assembly has agrecd to the deduction,
Lnt desires the deletion of the provise to
the effeet that Subsection 4 shall not apply
where the taxzable income exceeds £250. T
move—

That the modifications be agreed to,

Question put snd passed.

No, 7—Add a new clause as No. 32:—**See-
tion 31 of the principal Act is amended by
adding to Subsection 3 the words: ‘ Unless the
Commissioner is patisfied that the payments
have heen made bona fide in the course of
businesa and for services rendered’ *’:

The MINTSTER FOR EDUCATION :
T move—

That the Council’s amendment he not
insisted on.

Hon, H. Stewart: Has the Assembly ae-
cepted the provision relating to medical ex-

penses?
The MINTSTER FOR FEDUCATION:
Yes.

Question put and passed; the Council’s

amendment pot insisted on,



{12 Jaxuary, 1922.]

Hon, A. LOVEKIN: Is not there some
proviso which we struck out and the Assem-
bly has re-inserted¥

The CHATRMAN:
in this Message.

Resolutions  reported,
adopted.

It is not mentioned

and the report

BILL—GRATN,
Assembly’s Messuge.

An amendment of the Council, modified by
the Arsembly, and seven amendments of the
Council disagreed to by the Assembly, now
farther counsidered. .

In Committee,
Hon. J. Ewing in the Chair; the Minister
for Education in charge of the Bill
The CHAIRMAN: The first amendment
to be eonsidered will be No. 7, which the As-
sembly has modified.
The MINISTER TFOR EDUCATION :
T do not sce that we can at any profit further
discuss the Bill. 'The better course would he
to take a division on this first amendment as
a gunide to further procedure. I move—
That the modification made by the As-
sembly be agreed to.

Question put and a division taken with the
following result:—
Ayes
Nozs

Majority against

lar-|:-1

AYES,

Hon. H. P. Colebgtch Haon. H., Stewart

Hon, V. Hamersley Hon. 8ir B. H. Wittenoom
Hon. C. McKenzia Hon, A, J. H, Saw
Hon. E. Rose {Teller.)

Nozs.

Hon, A. Lovekin
Hon. A, H. Panton
Hon. A, Sanderson
Hon. F. E. 5. Willmott

Hon, R. 0. Ardagh
Hon, F. A. Baglin
Hon, J. Cornell

Hon. J. Cunninghom
Hon. J. Duftell Hon, G. W, Mliles
Hon. E. H, Harris (Teller.)

Question thus fegatived; Assembly’s modi-
fication not agreed to.

Couneil’s amondments Nos. 2, 4, 5, 6, 8, 9,
and 10, to all of which the Assembly had dis-
agreed, were then put serintim., The Minister
for Edueation in cach instance formally
moved that the amendment be not insisted
upon, and the Council in each instance nega-
tived the gmestion.

Resolutions reported, the report adopted and
a Message accordingly transmitted to the As-
sembly,

BILL—-TRAFPIC,

Asgembly ' Message,

Message from the Assembly reccived and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
amendments made by the Council.

“to endorse what
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ADTOURNMEXNT—CLOSE QOF SESSION.
Complimentary remarks

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hox.
H. P. Colebatch—East) [12.32 am];
move—

That the House at its rising adjourn till

the 21st Febroary, 1922,

This suggestion came from another quarter
with a (liffercnt intent, My purpose is that
the HMouge shall adjourn till the 21st Febru-
ary aad, in the meantime, this Parliament
will be prorogued, so that it will not be neees-
sary for hon. members te rcturn on that day
ax some of them desired. DBefore we mect
again, ten of our number will have to face
their constituents. I think I can safely
suy the whole of the other members of the
House wish those mewbers personally a happy
issue out of their election campaign. If any
should fall by the wayside, no matter how
much we differ from them in polities, we shall
regret the loss of their association with us, 1
think it can be fairly and freely said that,
no matter how widely we differ on political
matters, there is amongst the members of this
House, a very strong bond of esteem and
friendship. I desire to thank hon, members
for the many kindnesses and eourtesies that
have been extended to me, not only during
this session, but during the seven sessions of
Parliament I have acted as Icader of the
Honse., This has been a particularly strenu-
ous and long session. We have handled one
short of 60 Bills. At different times, a good
many hard thinge have been said about my-
sglf. Tn no instances have those remarks
rankled, nor do I think it wns the desire of
the person giving expression to those hard
things, that they should rankle. I aceept the
criticism in the way it was meant, To you,
Mr. President, I sincerely wish a period of
pleasant recreation after your ardunug lah-
ours, and T hope that the recess. which will
he much shorter than is usual, wifl be a time
of reerention and enjoyment for yourself, In
extending the same compliment to other hom.
members of this Chamber, I wish members
individually and the State gencrally a pros-
perous year.

Hen. ). EWING (Bouth-West) [12.14
a.m.]: In as few words ns possible, T desire
our T.eader haz said.
¥ wish you, ‘Mr, President, a very sue-
cegsful issue from the fortheoming elections
and the rame will apnly to the- other hon.
members affected. I alse desire to refer to
some who, T thiuk, have been ¢verlooked and
I wish to express my aopreecintion of the work
of our maguoificent ‘‘FHlansard’? staff. I con-
sider that the manner in which they have
carried out their work, especially doring this
session, has been most ereditable. I do not
suprose that in any part of Australia thore
is to be found an equally efficient and cxpert
staff. On this subjeet I ¢an speak with per-
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sonal knowledge, hecanse T have taken a con-
sidergble part in the debates of the session.
1 have heen more than pleased with the, T will
say, magnificent manner in which ¢ Hansard ™’
has reported evervthing I have said; and I
suppose that sentiment will be cchoed hy
every member of this House.

Members: Hear, hear!

Hon. .J. EWING: T feel sure that the
Leader of the Honse will endorse what I have
gnid regarding the work of the ‘‘Hansard’’
reporters. I hope we may all meet again, in-
¢leding espeeially these hon. members who
are going up for re-clection. T am sure 1
would regret it indeed if even one of them
should fall by the way.

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM
(North) 1217 am.}: As senior member of
this Conncil, and as one who will retire in
May next, T feel mach pleasare in acknowledy-
ing the remarks which have been made by
the Leader of the House and by the Chair-
man of Committees. I acknowledge them both
for myself and in behalf of other retiring
membera; that is, unless all those hon. mem-
berg wish to speak for themselves. I presume
that most of us who are retiring will offer
ourselves for re-clection, and whether the elec-
toras will see sufficient good in us to return us
here again depends on the good taste and the
high education of our eonstituents. We can
only hope that it will be so. Whether or not
the hope will be realised in my ecase, the
happiest recollections will always remain with
me of my eonncetion with the Legislative
Couneil. 1 have had a long earcer in this
Chamber—a ecarcer that has had both its
lights and its shades. 1t began so far back
as the vear 1883, Xon. members will gather
that T have had experience, not only of legis-
Intive and politieal matters, but of men and
Ministers. T have occupied the eomparatively
humble position of a private mcember. and
have alsn cecunied that of Leader of the
Council, and of Minister of the Crown, Tn all
thase varions asnecfs T have been associatel
with membera of this Couneil; T have never
heen in the Assemblv. Tt gives me pleasure
to say that T have always found the Conneil
a very satisfactory Tlouse. Tet me reneat
once aeain a remark T have made here often,
that T gqrestion whether there is anywhere in
the world—and that is a wide eXpression—a
hetter debating House than this Couneil, pre-
sided over 8o ably hy our exeellent President.

Members: Hear, hear!

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM: All
questions bronght forward here are given the
most earcful consideration; and, thongh oe-
casionally a few sharp things mav be said, the
preatest forhearanee is shown in permitting
rach and everv inember to express himself as
fully as he desites on all the important sub-
Jerets snbmitted to the HMouse. T repeat, T shall
alwava have the pleasantest recollections of
this Chamber. T only hope that in the future
the Council will be as gnod a Honse, even if
shorn of some of the attractions which are
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still with us; I trust that future Councils will
ilo the same excellent work as this Chumber
has done. T eannot sit down without con-
pgratulating the House on its excellent Presi-
dent. There is not the least doubt that under
his alle guilanee onr debates are conducted
in 2 manner whivh reflects the greatest eredit
on any debating House, The tone of debate
is dignified, and is charactericed by an almost
complete absence of unseemliness or of any-
thing that is unpleasant. That circumstance
is very largelv owing to the personality of our
President, and to the tact with which he car-
tivs out his duties. Perhaps I may he per-
mitted to extend these referencea also to our
Chairman of Commiittees; indeed, I believe T
shall have the approbation of members iu
doing so.

Members: Hear, hear!

Hon. 8ir EDWARD WITTENOQOM: Mr.,
Fwing is unremitting in his attention to his
duties, and carri=s them out very well indeed.
The only fault T find with gur Chairman of
Committees is that he occasionally tries to got
the elauses of Bills through too guickly, so
that T caunot always recognise what parti-
cular clanse iy heing dealt with. I ahall not
refer to the staff of the Chamber, because
Alr. Ewing has already done so in terms which
T consider thoroughly appropriate. However,
T do extend an expression of my sympathy to
members of the ‘"Hansard’’ staff in their
work during the last few weeks. Their toil
has been of an arduons and uonremitting
charaeter. Were it confined to the proceedings
in this Chamber and anether House, it would
he hard enomgh; but when we bear in mind
that the ‘‘Tlansard’’ reporters have also to
attend to seleet committees and Royal Com-
missions, it is plain that they are entitied to
our decneat gratitude and warmest apprecia-
tion., T am very grateful for the remarks
which have heen made by Mr. Colebateh and
Mr. BEwing, and I conclude with the hope
that we may all he here again when €he next
session opens. o

ITon. J. CORNELL (South) [1223 am.]:
Speaking not for myself, but for a colleague
who retires, namely, Mr, Dodd, T desire to cx-
press concurrence in the remarks whirh have
follen fromn previouns speakers. Mr., Dodd has
nsked me to canvey to hon. members his great
regret at his inability to bhe here tn-night.
He also desires to thank you, Mr. Prewident,
and hon. members generally for the friendly
consideration which has been cxtended to him
throughont the session, Mr, Dodd greatly re-
greta that he hns not bheen able to attend
more regularly. Tn the hecoming phrase which
has bheen used, T shall convey to Mr. Dodd the
hope of hon. members that he may not fall
by the wayside,

Hon. A. H. PANTON (West) [12.24
am]: Tn view of the faet that the senior
memher who is nhont to retire bas exnressed
his thanks for the gooid wishes voiced bv the
Leader of the House, perbapa it is fitting
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that the junior member who is about to re-
tire should do likewise. Unlike Sir Edward
Wittenoom, 1 have not spent many years in
this Chamber; Lut the duration of my mem-
bership has proved very plcasant, and ecer-
tainly most interesting to me. If the elec-
tors of the Weat Province do not re-elect
me, certainly the measure of regret
which will be experienced here will
not be one hnlf of that which I shall
feel personally, However, like S8ir Ed4-
ward Wittenoom, 3f it should be my lot to
fall by the wayside, I ghall always look back
with the pleasantest of recollections on the
goodfellowship which T have experienced in
the Legislative Council. I have heard it fre-
quently stated here that there are no par-
ties in the Counecil. A few days ago I went
through the divisions here during the last
three gessions, and T realised that from
those divisions it would be extremely diffi-
cult to say to what school of politieal thought
any particular member belonged—to say
whether any particular member was a
Labour man or not. That remark applies
most strongly to the divisions during the
aession now elosing, T desire to estend my
very best wishes to you, Mr. President; and
I only hope that, whatever happens to the
rest of us who are retiring, the Couneil will
not be so unfortunate as to lose so able a
President as yourself., I fully endorse the
references which have been made to the
‘*Hansard’’ staff. Sometimes I can hardly
believe that I have talked sueh pood stuff
as ‘‘Hansard’’ credits me with. Further, I
desire to thank the members of the staff of
thizs Chamber. I, as a young member, have
very especially appreciated the valuable as-
sistance freely extended to me by members
of the staff in obtaining data which I would
not have been able to find for wmyself. The
arduous duties which the staff perform here
are certainly worthy of recognition by all
members. I trust.thatthe other mine members
who are facing their electors with myself
will come back, aud I hope we shall in the
future have just as pleasant times as 1 have
experienced during the three years over
whiech my membership has now extended.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY {East) 712:26 a.m.]:
As a retiring member, and therefore as one
who may possibly be speaking in this Cham-
her now for the lnst time, I desire also to
express the hope that you, Mr, President,
may enjoy the short recess upon which Par-
liament iz now entering, Further, I desire
to express my appreciation of the personal-
ity of other members of this Chamber, and
to say how much that thought would cause
me to regret falling by the wayside. Let me
add my few words of appreciation of the
Leader of the House, who is at all times
most generous and most fair. Very often
it must have been a great trial to the hon,
gentleman when we other members were not
ready to go on with the business. In that
respeet he has always been willing to grant
us latitude by postponing matters, cven al-
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though it might have been of the .utmost
importance to him to get on with them, T
join with previous speakers in expressing
admiration of the work that is done for us
by the staff of the House. The staff are at
all times ready to give us the best passible
service. To ‘“*Hansard’'' I alse wish to make
my acknowledgments, for the care and
ahility with which they earry out their
duties, thereby making our work very much
lighter. TIf it should be my misfortune to
fall by the wayside, my greatest regret will
he the severanee of my associntions with
hon. members of this Chamber, These as-
sociations are such as to make one proud to
he here and to take part in the country’s
legislation. I am well aware that in every
part of this House there iz the utmost de-
sire to do what is best in the interests of
the State. The one aim and object of all
of us is to benefit the country as a whole,
rather than to bencfit any particular seetion.

Hon. A. J, H, SAW (Metropolitan-Sub-
urban) [12.29 am.]: As one who may be
addressing the House for the last time,
may I re-ccho the sentiments which have
fallen from the various speakers with refer-
cnee to our President, the Leader of the
Housd, the officials, and the ¢‘Hansard’’
staff. T think it has been the experience of
every one of us during omr stay in this
Chamber that, whereas when we came here
omr politieal differences were somewhat
acute, they gradually softened. I am very
glad to add that once we get outside the
precinets of the Chamber those differences
utterly vanish. It was the custom of the
cladiators marching before the Emperor cre
commencing the ecombat to address these
worls to him ‘‘Hail, Caesar! dying we
salute thee.”’ That, I trust peed not be the
language in which 1 and other members who
are retiring need address yen, Mr. Presi-
dent, But J would like to say to those mem-
bers who have not to face their electors
f*We who are passing through ‘the Valley
of the Shadow’ salute you.’” T have much
pleasure in supporting the remarks which
have fallen from my fellow members.

Hon. E. ROSE (South-West) [12.31
am.]: I, too, desire to thank vou, Mr. Presi-
dent, for the assistance you have given me
since I have bheen a member of the Legisla-
tive Conneil. This may be the last nceasion
on which I shall speak here. *

Hon, J. Ewing:

Hon. E. ROSE: Tt may be, though I ad-
mit I have no wish to retire from political
life just at present. T hope, when T appear
before my masters, the electors of the South-
West Province, they will express satisfaction
at what T have been able to do as one of
their representatives, and that they will re-
tarn me agaie for another term. I would
like to join the Leader of the House in the
expression of good wishes to yourself, to the

Don't he pessimistic.
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officials, and to the ‘“Hansard'’ staff. What-
ever may have been said in this Chamber in
the course of heated argument it is pleasant
to kmow that, after the adjournment, it has
been torgotten. [ also thauk the Leader of
the House for the assistance he has given
me in a great many ways. T have had to
seek his slviee on many occusions, and it
has always bheen readily fortheoming, and
this applies not only to myself but to other
new members, | jein in expressing the wish
that you, Mr. DPresident, may again hbe
eleeted to Parliament and that you may for
many years to come fill the position youn
have orcupied with distinetion for the past
two yemrs.

Hon, J. CUNNINGIIAM (XNorth-East)
[1233 am.]: 1 desire ailso to thank you,
Mr, Presulent, for the help you have given
me sinee I lLave been a member of this
House, and T alsn thank hon. members for
the courtesies extended to me during the
five and a balf years I have oceupied a seat
in this Hoonse. I have wmade many friend-
ships here during that period, and as I feel
that 1 shall not fall by the wayside, I hope
to renew those friendships at a later period
of this year, when I hope to have the oppor-
tunity of assisting this great State on the
road te greater prosperity than we are cox-
periencing at the present time,

Hon. (. MeKENZIE (South-East) [12.34
a.n.]: Unlike my fellow memhers whe are
retiring this year, T do not intend to offer
mysgelf again for re-election. For the past
30 years I have followed a publie life in
one way or another, and T think now it is
ahout time that T made room for a better
man,

Membera: Not at all.

Hon., C, M¢KEXZIE: Since I have
beeir a member of this House I have
had a pleasant time, and I hope to
leave with the good wishes of those

who have been my fellow members, as well
as of the officials and the ‘‘Hansard'’ staff.
I o not know whatever made me take on
public life, From a sailor to a politician is a
pretty wide step, but I have nothing to re-
grot, because I have made many friendships
which will be lastiner, and it will take me some
time to get over iy weekly routine of cateh-
ing the train for Albany on Friday afternoon
and returning to the eity on Monday. But 1
shall watch with interest from the southern
port the progress which my frienda are mak-
ing, and my sineerc wish iz that they may all
be returned by a substantial majority. We
have all worked well here, and T see no
reason why the electors should wish to materi-
ally change the existing personnel of the
House, Unfortunately, we cannot get a body
of clectors alwayvs to think as we would wish
them to do, hut T hope they will Ao 8o on this
occasion. T have endeavoured to serve those
whom I represent faithfully, honestly and weil,
and though T am severing my connection with
political life, T shall not forget that I have

.
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friends in this Chamber and will sometines
take the opportunity to drop in.

Hon, 8ir Edward Wittenoom: You can do
what Gardiner does, come zlong at the cluse
of the session and sing a song for us,

Hon. (!. McKENZIE: I do very little sing-
ing and no talking, I have always been
taught not to let my left hand know what
my right hand was doing, and by following
this course, I bave never given wmyself away.
T thank the President and the Leader of the
House for their courtesy to me, 1 have re.
ceived nothing but extraordinary kindness
sinee [ have been a member of thiy Cham-
Ler, and T sever my conncction with the
Legislative Couneil with very sinecre regret.

Hon. F. A, BAGLIN (West) (129am.]: [
desire to say a few words on behalf of Mr.
Hickey, who had to leave for his constitunency
this afternoon, and who asked me, in the
event of the session closing to-night, to ad-
dress a fow remarks to members., Before dn-
ing so T wish to express one or two opinions
of my own as a junior member of this House.
With the exception of Mr. darris—I do not
inetude Mr. Willmott, because he is an old
Parliamentarian—T  ean  claim  to be the
junior member of this Chammmber. nnd as sueh
[ desire to express my appreciation to yov,
Mr, President, for the manner in which you
have conducted the business of the Council,
and the courtesy yon have always extended to
me as well to the other younger members. To
the ‘‘Hapsard”’ staff I wish to express parti-
cular appreeciation, and I thanl the officials
of the House for the assistance they have ever
been ready to extend to me. Tt sepms to me
that there is no line of demareation drawn
here. Tt matters little to which side yon
belong, the greatest consideration is meted
out to members. Tersonally, T re-echo the
sentiments expressed by the gentlemen who
are ahout to retire to seek re-election, and T
trust that they may be with us when we meet
again, T feel somewhat anxious in this re-
regard—becanse three of the ten T look upon
as my comrades—and T want to see them here
when we meet again. T have just somne doubt
ahout this, however, and if they are not with
us we shall be the poorer by their absence.

Hon, Sir Fdward Wittenoem: T think |
have a good chance of getting back.

Hon. F. A. BAGLIN: T wns elected to this
Chamber less than two years ago, and the
opinions T have formed since coming here are
very different from what T anticipated would
be the case. The spirit of good fellowship
amongst hon. members has heen a surprise to
me, and whilst T have bheen looked upon as
ane of the extreme elements, T have been

Hon. J. Duffell: (autions.

Hon. F. A. BAGLIN: Exactly, But T rose
to sav a few words on Mr. Hickev's behalf,
Mr. Hickey is well known to all members of
this House, and if the sentiments which have
been piven expression to by the Lemler of the
House apply to anyone, they apply to Mr.
Hickey., He has renddered valuable service to
the House, and therefore T may express the
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hope that he will not fall by the wayside. He
asked me to cxpress to his fellow members his
appreciation of the treatment he has received
during the period he has served in this House,
and he is hopeful that the eleetors of the
Central Provinee will recognise what he has
been able to de for them by again electing
him for another term.

The MINISTER FOR FEDUCATION
{Hon H. P. Colebatch—Enst) [12.42 am,]:
On this occasion T may be permitted, as the
mover of the motion, to say a few words in
reply, so as to repair an omission that wounld
have heen quite imexcusable had it not been
for the late hour that our friend Mr. San-
derson so frequently refers to. It was my
peeuliar duty, as Leader of the House, to ac-
knowledge the splendid services rendered by
the staff, amd particularly by the ‘‘Han-
sard'’ staff, and I felt that if I Qid not
make this acknowledgment it might he
thought that I was not appreeiative. I do
appreciate those services, and, havirg some
speeial knowledze of the work that the
‘“Hansard’’ staff is called wpon to perform,
T have no hesitation in saying that their
work is absolutely admirable.

Members: Hear, hear!

The MINISTER FOR ENUCATION: T
also overlooked the fact, when I was spcak-
ing, that the recess will not be entirely
a period of recreation for yourself, Mr.
President, and T ean only hope that your
constituents will realise that, in addition to
{he serviees you perform on their behalf, you
are performing a very high duty to the State
in presiding over the deliberations of thiy
Couneil in the way you do.

The PRESIDENT [1244 am.]: Before
putting the motion, I wish to thank hon.
members, and especiaily you, Mr. Minister
for Eduecation, for the extremely kind things
you have been good enough to say about me.
Allow me to say you have to thank me for
very little. 1, on the other band, have to
thank you, hon. members, for very much, in
the first place for doing me the honour of
electing me to the position I occupy and, in
the second place, for making the duty I have
to carry out extremely easy. Sir Edward
Wittenoom, in referring to thizs Couneil,
was good cnough to say of it, after an ex-
perience of very many years, that it was the
best debating assembly he had ever heard
of. May T say I consider, at all events, it
is the best behaved Couneil that T have ever
heard of, andl & great deal of that is duwe to
the spontancous effort of members to keep
themselves and onc another in order. T have
to thank heartily alse the officers of the
House for the assistance they have at all
times given to me, and perhaps T should
have mentioned earlier the ahle assistanece T
have teceived from my old friend, Mr.
Ewing, the Chairman of C'ommittees. As for
the ‘‘Hansarl’’ staff, it has always been a
matter of wonderment to me how on earth
they earry out the duties laid upen them. I
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do not know how they ever get any sleep
at all. TIf some of us are inclined to talk
in our slecp, surely the ‘‘ Hansard'* reporters
must be inclined to report in their sleep. I
bave to thank hon, members very heartily
for the gooml wishes expressed for my re-
election. This may be the last time I shall
have the privilege of addressing you as
President or as a member of the Legislative
Council. If this should be so, one of the
pleaszntest memories of my life will be the
two years I have oceupied the President’s
chair, and T shall never forget the kindness,
vourtesy and forbearance which hon. mem-
bers have always extended to me. The an-
alogy drawn by Dr. Saw was not quite cor-
reet, because I do not remember any in-
stance in Roman history when the FEmpetor,
to which prond eminence he elevated me,
was taking the same risk as the gladiators.
T hope we shall all meet again as happy a
family as we are at presnt, and may I say
1 do not think that, on any previous ocea-
sion when T have teen present at the break-
up of the Coumeil, greater good feeling has
existed than does cxist at the end of this
scaston.

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM
{Nerth) [12.47 am.]: With your kind per-
rission, Mr, President, I would like to make
& proposal.  Presuming on my position as
the senior member of both Houses of Parlia-
ment, I would ask members to join with me
in conveying an expression of appreciation
to the Leader of the Houvse. I think he is
entitled to one on his own account. When
we remember the work he had to do during
this scssion and that he has had to do that
work unassisted, we can readily understand
how arduous his task has been. No omne
more than myself appreciates his pesition. 1
had to put in nearly four years in doing
similar duties unassisted, but things were
then different.

Hon, G. ' W. Miles:
trading concerna.

Hon, Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM: Na.
There were ahout six lawyers in the House
at the time, and T always managed to get
two of them on my side se that I could get
them to answer any arguments advanced,
thus enabling me to reserve my reply till the
cnd of the debate. When we realise the
difficulties with which the Minister, unas-
sisted, has to contend, we can appreciate the
work he has done. Tn another place there
are 8ix Ministers, each of whom concerns
himselt with only his own Bills. All those
Bills come up to this House, and the Minis.
fer lere has to make himself familiar with
the details of them all and answer the eriti-
cisms of the 20 members here. Therefore
he is entitled to our thanks and appreciation
for the exccllent manner in which he has
carried out his work.

You did not have any

Question put and passed.

" House adjourned at 1251 am, (Friday).



